
The Key Issues to all Life 
Basic Apologetics 

 
1. Introduction: 
 A. The Problems. 
Chuck Colson:  The Faith 
 
“Research show that Christians are increasingly unfamiliar with four 
things: 

1. They don’t know what they believe. 
2. They don’t know why they believe it. 
3. They are not sure what is important. 
4. They can’t define and defend their faith to others. 

The bottom line is that if there is no truth to our belief system, it’s 
worthless.  You cannot define the existence of God without defending the 
existence of truth.  Our culture has abandoned the concept of objective 
truth in the moral world, we base our beliefs on the physical.  The church 
has moved away from truth and doctrine to therapy, to make people feel 
better, which is driven by the marketplace.” 
 
Barna Group:  UnChristian.  Views of the Church from the outside. 
 
     Outsiders Churchgoers 
Antihomosexual.     91%  80% 
Judgmental.     87%  52% 
Hypocritical.     85%  47% 
Old-fashioned.     78%  36% 
Too involved in politics.    75%  50% 
Out of touch with reality.   72%  32% 
Insensitive to others.    70%  29% 
Boring.      68%  27% 
Not accepting of other faiths.   64%  39% 
Confusing.      61%  44% 
 
Whether these are true or not is not the issue here.  These are the 
perceptions of the Church both from without and within.  Truth is not 
established by public opinion. Courses of action should not be based on 
the latest polls.  Truth is truth, but we must come to understand peoples’ 
perceptions and fears (that establish their walls) in order to better 
communicate to them through their fears to hopefully change their 
perceptions. 
 
Zeitgeist, the movie, meaning the “spirit of the times,” is a movie that is 
circulating through the high schools and junior highs of our nation.  It is a 
movie that is evil to the core.  It is easily countered if one knows the Word 
of God well, but all-too-easily accepted as truth if one does not.  Other 
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movies, such as the “Golden Compass” are very subtle but also very open 
attacks on the existence of God. 
 
Oprah has began a study on the “new age Christ” that basically denies the 
Christian faith.  Other books too numerous to mention have also been 
appearing at an alarming rate. 
 
Our Postmodern society has been redefining words into meanings that 
were never intended.  The internet now has a new language called 
“Leetspeak” which is designed to code and camouflage the words so that 
they are known only to the initiates.  The only redeeming quality is that 
people have to think to form new words. 
 
45-55% of the United States is now functionally illiterate.  “Learning 
disabilities” are rampant, which I believe is a direct result of the movement 
of educational training over the last 100 years.  There was a move to teach 
people to memorize words rather than learn the phonetics so they could 
reason through the pronunciation.  Less and less emphasis was placed on 
handwriting, which is important in the development of thought transference 
through various motor skills.  There was less and less emphasis on math, 
with high school graduates not even knowing multiplication tables, but 
more important the “why” of the logic of math not just the results of 
another’s study.   
 
With the loss of these three disciplines we now have a generation that just 
wants to be entertained.  They have not been taught how to focus on 
anything other than a mesmerizing game.  The skill of logic has been lost 
and thus the ability to think analytically.  They have been taught to quickly 
and emotionally react rather than to think, reason and then respond.  
 
There are now several generations asking “why” with no ability to 
determine an answer based in truth.  When that ability does not exist, the 
result is a creature driven more by emotions than rational thought.  The full 
effects we are yet to see. 
 
 B. How do we counter these problems? 
 
We must begin again.  Remember Colson’s comments.  Remember the 
common perceptions of those both outside and inside the Church. 
 
Let us start at the beginning and learn to reason together. 
 
We often get sidetracked by good information and lose track of the big 
picture.  We are going to seek to get the big picture and then work on the 
specifics.  You can spend the rest of your life exploring the specifics.  Pick 
one! 
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 C. Let us remember some Scriptures: 
  1. A foolish person does not listen to counsel.  Prov 12:15 
The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, But a wise man is he who listens to 
counsel.  
  2. To pursue man’s ways is deadly.  Prov 14:12; 16:25 
There is a way which seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death.  
  3. Without a king in our lives we establish our own   
   standards of righteousness.  Jdg 17:6 
In those days there was no king in Israel; every man did what was right in his 
own eyes. Jdg 21:25 In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did 
what was right in his own eyes.  
  4. If we follow the wrong king we will have the wrong  
   standards.  Prov 21:2-4 
Every man's way is right in his own eyes, But the LORD weighs the hearts. To do 
righteousness and justice Is desired by the LORD more than sacrifice. Haughty 
eyes and a proud heart, The lamp of the wicked, is sin.  
  5. Present yourself a living sacrifice.  Heb 12:1-3 
Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us 
also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and 
let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, 
the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of 
God. For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against 
Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.  
 
2. The Big Picture:  Seek to answer the following questions and be 

willing to take steps of faith. 
Take your mind back as far as is conceivable.  Try to reason back to a primary 
cause of all things.   Ask the question: 
 
 Question #1:  How did all things begin? 
 Answer:  There are only Two Possibilities.  Either a conscious being 
 was the First Cause of all things or unconscious matter. 

1. If one chooses matter then there must be an explanation 
of how that which is not alive can create that which is 
alive. 

2. Those who choose “matter” form the religion or belief 
system called “Atheism.” 

3. That has no scientific backing and therefore Atheism is 
a massive leap of faith. 

4. By contrast, it is a step of faith to believe that a 
conscious being could be the cause of other conscious 
beings. 

Conclusion:  A conscious being is a reasonable answer. 
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 (The occult claims that the “Solar Logos” is an impersonal force that 
guides everything.   Even the demons believe in God.  {Jas 2:19}  The 
Bible doesn’t argue for God’s existence but asserts it.  {Gen 1:1}) 

 
 Question #2:  Would this conscious being communicate with his 
 creation or not? 
 Answer:  There are only Two Possibilities.  Either he did or he didn’t.  
  There exists ample proof that he did. 

1. All the world religions believe that their primary god has 
communicated in some form or fashion. 

2. All cults claim some form of divine communication, 
either through dreams, visions, inspiration to write or by 
nature itself. 

3. The Bible claims that “The God” used all of the above to 
communicate to His creation.  Why this Bible? That will 
be answered later. 

 Conclusion:  This conscious being did communicate with his 
 creation.  (Which one will be dealt with later) 
 
 Question #3:  What evidence is there that this conscious being 
 communicated with his creation? 
 Answer:  There exists Two Inherent Realizations in all of mankind, 
 Sin and Eternity. 

1. All the world religions (accept Atheism which is a 
religion but has been viewed earlier as the religion of 
matter, so it will no longer be considered a world 
religion for purposes of this discussion) believe that one 
can and does fail to meet standards of righteousness.  
Rom 1:18-20; Rom 2:14-16  

2. All the world religions believe that there is an existence 
after this life.  Eccl 3:11 

Conclusion:  All are sinners facing eternity. 
 

 Question #4:  Can this problem be solved? 
 Answer:  There are only Two Possible Solutions.  One has to find a 
 way to save himself or find a savior. 
  1. All the world religions seek a way to save oneself. 
  2. Only Christianity admits the need for a savior. 
 Conclusion:  You must look for the best option. 
 
 Question #5:  Who has established the best option to solve the 
 problem of death in sin? 

Answer:  Only Christianity has a savior who has conquered death. 
 1. The founders of the world religions were themselves on 

 a quest to solve their own problems. 
  2. Only Jesus said to believe in Him to be saved. 
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 Conclusion:  Only one credible person made the offer to believe in 
 Him and have eternal life. 
 
 Question #6:  How many effective decisions are there? 
 Answer:  There are only Two Possible Decisions.  Stay a slave to the 
 Law of Sin and Death or be set free from it. 

 1. If you choose to try to save yourself you will stay a 
 slave. 

  2. To be set free you must choose the way of The God. 
 Conclusion:  I need to make a choice.  
 
 Question #7:  How many outcomes are there to those decisions? 
 Answer:  There are only Two Possible Outcomes. 

1. To choose the way of The God will grant you access into 
His abode. 

2. To choose against Him will grant one access into a lake 
burning with fire and brimstone.  Matt 25:41 

Conclusion:  The best choice is apparent. 
 

Question #8:  Is there a guide for life as a Christian? 
Answer:  There are only Two Possibilities.  Yes or no. 
Conclusion:  If yes, I had better find it and learn it. 

 
3. The Case for a Creator:  Question #1 Expansion.  Read Psa 19 
 A. Evolution:  (closely tied to Reincarnation) 
  1. Introduction: 
There has been an ongoing battle between Creationism and Evolution.  As in so 
many instances there is only one solution. 
 
Creationists say their theory is a better explanation of the facts.   
 
A theory is the analysis of a set of facts in their relationship to one another.  One 
will build a philosophical model. 
 
A fact has actual existence or is observable. 
 
The Scientific Method requires something that is observable, measurable and 
repeatable, so the Scientific Method does not work for either argument. 
 
For some this will be a review, for others it is new.  Just because you reject it is 
not good enough in this culture if you dare to be a witness to others.  Too many 
people accept it as fact, way too many others do not realize that they do. 
 
  2. Authors and early proponents: 
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James Hutton (1726-1797), wrote Theory of the Earth in 1795, a physician turned 
geologist, very weak in astronomy, assumed that the earth had never had global 
catastrophes.  His work was not accepted, except by Charles Lyell. 
 
Charles Lyell (1797-1875, wrote the 3-volume Principles of Geology in 1830 and 
measured things in millions of years.  Dated the “Ice Age” around 1,000,000 B.C. 
and said that it was caused by snowflakes over millions of years.  The geological 
clock he used was Niagara Falls.  He was told it receded 3 feet per year.  After 
he wrote his work, he observed it to be 1 foot per year and changed the date to 
35,000 B.C.  He assumed an equal recession rate. 
 
Charles Darwin (1809-1882).  He studied with Lyell and tried to reconcile biology 
with geology.  He wrote Origin of the Species in 1859.  Darwinism came from 
Uniformitarianism, which came from Secular Humanism.  The basis of his theory 
was (1)  Lyell’s Uniformitarianism, (2) Lamarck’s proposition of acquired 
characteristics and (3) his own observations on the HMS Beagle.  Karl Marx tried 
to dedicate Das Kapital to Darwin.  Darwin refused because of what his family 
and friends would think. 
 
  3. Requirements of Evolution: 
   a. Geological Uniformitarianism:   
This says that all processes, presently in operation, are sufficient to account for 
all geological changes.  This is opposed by Catastrophism which believes that 
the earth has been affected by sudden physical forces.  One can usually simply 
look at the catastrophes within one’s own lifetime to see their impact on people 
and physical things.  The Tsunnami of 2004 is one such example. 
 

b. Survival of the fittest:   
Only the most adaptive and prolific of the genetic strains survived.  This must be 
tested with the fossil record.  By any scientific standards the fittest did not survive 
but many of them were thrown together in a cataclysm. 
 
   c. Environmental Determinism:  (from Lamarck)  
This position believes that conditions in the environment control and govern 
changes in the natures of animals and plants through the increased use of some 
organs and the decreased use of others and that they were transmitted 
genetically to the offspring.  This was the supposed biochemical mechanism and 
was the backbone of the hypothesis for 50 years.  Mendel’s principles of heredity 
were rediscovered by DeVries and those studies showed this wrong.  Behavior 
Modification in psychology came from this philosophy. 
 
   d. Natural Selection (Inbreeding):   
This theory was viewed to be the best way to develop superior strains.  This 
concentrates hereditary characteristics but has been shown to not be beneficial.  
Nothing tears down a strain faster than inbreeding and nothing builds it faster 
than cross-breeding  Any genetic disruption leading to a mutation is usually not 
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superior in the animal kingdom.  Darwin assumed a 50-50 ratio of superior to 
inferior, but in fact it is superior less than 1% of the time.  Darwin married his 
cousin, had 10 children.  One died shortly after birth, one in childhood, youngest 
son had mental problems (lived 2 years), one had nervous breakdown at 15, 
three were considered semi-invalid by Darwin himself.  His last son died at 15 
months.  His father’s parents were 2nd cousins.  (the reasoning:  it worked for 
them, after all look at me)  Herr Heidler married his niece and begat Adolf Heidler 
(the one who said “The bigger the lie, the more people will believe in it”).   
 
Louis Pasteur wrote Darwin of his objections but was ignored.  Louis Agassiz, the 
most noted naturalist of his day (1807-73) refuted Darwin in a series of lectures 
at Harvard, but ruined his own reputation.  The theory was so rapidly “sold” to the 
public that those who fought it were labeled heretics.  Darwin became so popular 
that he didn’t have to prove anything, so he didn’t. 
 
   e. Endocrinology:  (Comparative embryology) 
This says that a parallelism exists in development of mammalian embryos and 
that the same organs all develop in a sequential pattern, so they must have 
evolved from a common ancestor.  An equally valid interpretation is a common 
designer. 
 
   f. Missing Links:  (still missing).   
Skeletal systems of fossil men are clearly out of scale with modern man and 
were reasoned to be the “missing links.”  Interesting fact:  all have been proved 
bogus.  If this were true it could be explained by various skeletal disorders that 
are still present today. 
 
   g. Biological Mechanism:  (how species changed) 
No one has been able to supply one.  This is how a “leap” from one species to 
another occurs.  This is correctly called “macroevolution.”  No one really argues 
with “microevolution” which is the changes that occur within species.  The 
problem is in the crossing of species. 
 
The fossil record shows an explosive appearance of a great variety of highly 
complex creatures that all arrive about the same time.  It is known as the 
Cambrian Explosion.  In the evolutionists analysis of time, if all time were 
compressed into one 24 hour day, this took about 1 minute. 
 
The “theory” of Creationism has been around since at least 1400 B.C. so it 
should be given some credence. 
 
  4. To believe evolution one must believe all of these: 
   a. Nothing produces everything. 
   b. Non-life produces life. 
   c. Randomness produces fine-tuning. 
   d. Chaos produces information. 
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    (throw a lot of ink, trees etc. into a hurricane long  
    enough and somehow a library is produced with  
    intelligence.  One has the energy without the   
    wisdom.) 
   e. Unconsciousness produces consciousness. 
    (suddenly a thought came into existence and said,  
    “Who am I?”) 
   f. Non–reason produces reason. 
 
  5. That is an astronomical leap of faith. 
 
Missing links comments: 
Nebraska Man:  pig tooth. 
Piltdown Man:  famous hoax. 
Java Man:  1892, one tooth + two of orangutan, built a model based on 
presuppositions. 
"Peking Man", Homo erectus (was Sinanthropus pekinensis), DNA shows 
that they were not the descendents of early chinese but of Africans. 
Neanderthal man: Tests conducted on surviving Neanderthal DNA have 
shown little similarity to the DNA of modern humans.   He is classed as 
totally human with no ape DNA. 
Lucy:  1974, jawbone fragments, upper and lower teeth and a thighbone.  
Top scientists like Richard Leakey say she is not the missing link. 
 
Dr. Colin Patterson, director of the British Museum of Natural History, a highly 
respected evolutionist, wrote a book about it.  When asked why his book didn’t 
include any illustrations of transitional fossils, Dr. Patterson, who has seven 
million fossils in his museum said, “I full agree with your comments on the lack of 
direct illustration of evolutionary transitions in my book.  If I knew of any, fossils 
or living, I certainly would have included it… I will lay it on the line.  There is not 
one such fossil for which one might make a watertight argument. 
 
Niles Eldridge, a leading expert in vertebrate fossils, decided to honestly weight 
the evidence.  His conclusion, “No wonder paleontologists shied away from 
evolution for so long.  It never seems to happen… when we see the introduction 
of evolutionary novelty, it usually shows up with a bang, and often with no firm 
evidence that the fossils did not evolve elsewhere!  Evolution cannot forever be 
going on somewhere else.  Yet that’s how the fossil record has struck many a 
forlorn paleontologist looking to learn something about evolution.” 
 
 B. The Case for a Creator.  (Only one of these has to be right) 
  1. Arguments for the existence of God. 
(See the Baker Encyclopedia of Christian Apologetics by Norman Geisler for a 
more detailed treatment) 
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   a. Cosmological: Cause-Effect 
This establishes what is called the horizontal or “KALAM” Cosmological 
Argument which reasons back to a Cause for the beginning of the universe.  
Simply stated, “anything that comes into existence has a cause.”  The vertical 
Cosmological Argument reasons from the universe as it now exists and argues 
for a Sustaining Cause. 
 
   b. Ontological:  Perfect Being 
This approach is from the innate realization in man of an absolutely perfect and 
Necessary Being.  Anselm (1033-1109) first articulated it in this manner but Kant 
(1724-1804) first called it the “Ontological” argument as he attacked it.  This has 
been highly debated through the centuries. 
 
   c. Anthropological:  Life to Life. 
Based on the biology, consciousness and location of man in the universe, there 
must be one who created, designed and sustains. 
 
Evidence:  Baker Encyclopedia of Christian Apologetics:  Geisler.  Pg 26-27 
1. Oxygen comprises 21% of the atmosphere.  It if were 25% fires would 

erupt, if 15% humans would suffocate. 
2. If the gravitational forces were altered by 1x10-40, the sun would not exist, 

and the moon would crash into the earth or sheer off into space.  Even a 
slight increase in the force of gravity would result in all the stars being 
much more massive than our sun, with the effect that the sun would burn 
too rapidly and erratically to sustain life. 

3. If the centrifugal force of planetary movements did not precisely balance 
the gravitational forces, nothing could be held in the orbit around the sun. 

4. If the universe was expanding at a rate one millionth more slowly than it is, 
the temperature on earth would be 10,000 degrees C. 

5. The average distance between stars in our galaxy of 100 billion stars is 30 
trillion miles.  If that distance was altered slightly, orbits would become 
erratic, and there would be extreme temperature variations on earth.  
(traveling at space shuttle speed, 17,000 mph, it would take 201,450 years 
to travel 30 trillion miles) 

6. Any of the laws of physics can be described as a function of the speed of 
light (186,282 mps).  Even a slight variation in the speed of light would 
alter the other constants and preclude the possibility of life on earth. 

7. If Jupiter was not in its current orbit, we would be bombarded with space 
material.  Jupiter’s gravitational field acts as a cosmic vacuum cleaner; 
attracting asteroids and comets that could otherwise strike the earth. 

8. If the thickness of the earth’s crust was greater; too much oxygen would 
be transferred to the crust to support life.  If it were thinner, volcanic and 
tectonic activity would make life untenable. 

9. If the rotation of the earth took longer than 24 hours, temperature 
differences would be too great between nigh and day.  If the rotation 
period was shorter, atmospheric wind velocities would be too great. 
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10. Surface temperature differences would be too great if the axial tilt of the 
earth were altered slightly. 

11. If the atmospheric discharge (lightning) rate were greater; there would be 
too much fire destruction; if it were less, there would be too little nitrogen 
fixing in the soil. 

12. If there were more seismic activity, much life would be lost.  If there was 
less, nutrients on the ocean floors and in river runoff would not be cycled 
back to the continents through tectonic uplift.  Even earthquakes are 
necessary to sustain life as we know it. 

 
Robert Jastrow, an agnostic astronomer, admits that there must be intelligent 

design. 
Stephen Hawking described the initial configuration of the universe to be “very 

carefully chosen.”  He does not claim though to have the answer to why 
does the universe bother to exist? 

Einstein did not hesitate to answer that question.  “the harmony of natural law… 
reveals an intelligence of such superiority that, compared with it, all the 
systematic thinking and acting of human beings is an utterly insignificant 
reflection.”   

Einstein:  "The human mind is not capable of grasping the Universe. We are like 
a little child entering a huge library. The walls are covered to the ceilings 
with books in many different tongues. The child knows that someone must 
have written these books. It does not know who or how. It does not 
understand the languages in which they are written. But the child notes a 
definite plan in the arrangement of the books - a mysterious order which it 
does not comprehend, but only dimly suspects." 

 
   d. Teleological:  Design to Designer. 
Found in early Greek philosophy.  Plato, Socrates, Philo.  Aquinas listed 5 ways 
to prove there was a God.  He called this the argument “for the governance of the 
world.”  1.  Every agent acts for an end, even natural agents.  2.  What acts for 
an end manifests intelligence.  3.  Natural agents have no intelligence of their 
own.  4.  Therefore, they are directed to their end by supernatural intelligence. 
 
   e. Moral:  Innate moral law to Law Giver. 
First introduced by Kant,  
 
  2. The Design Hypothesis:  (See Case for a Creator by 
Strobel and One Heartbeat Away by Mark Cahill) 
 
   a. The evidence of Cosmology. 
Scientists are converting today in large numbers to the evidence that the 
universe had a beginning, therefore it has not always eternally existed.  The 
KALAM principle is being shown to be accurate. 
 
 

Keys to Life 



11 
 

   b. The evidence of Physics. 
One of the most striking discoveries of modern science has been that the laws 
and constant of physics unexpectedly conspire in an extraordinary way to make 
the universe habitable for life as we know it.  Robin Collins, physicist-philosopher, 
said gravity is fine-tuned to one part in a hundred million billion billion billion 
billion billion. That is 1x1053 or  
100,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000.   
The cosmological constant which represents the energy density of space, is as 
precise as throwing a dart from space and hitting a bull’s eye a trillionth or a 
trillionth of an inch on earth or 1x10-24 or 1/1,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000.  
There are over 30 physical or cosmological parameters that require precise 
calibration to produce a universe that can sustain life.  By the way, to believe in 
parallel universes lacks any scientific backing. 
 
   c. The evidence of Astronomy. 
The earth is in an intricately choreographed in all its geological and chemical 
processes which indicates a unique position in the universe that is able to sustain 
life.  John A. O’Keefe of NASA, Harvard educated astrophysicist said, “It is my 
view that these circumstances indicate the universe was created for man to live 
in. 
 
   d. The evidence of Biochemistry. 
Darwin said, “If it could be demonstrated that any complex organ existed which 
could not possibly have been formed by numerous, successive, slight 
modifications, my theory would absolutely break down.”  Biochemist Michael 
Behe has demonstrated that through his description of “irreducibly complex” 
molecular machines.  They are microsopic, such as cilia and bacterial flagella 
and are highly unlikely to have been built as Darwin would suggest.  Other 
examples include transporting proteins with cells and even the intricate process 
of blood-clotting. 
 
   e. The evidence of Biological Information. 
The six feet of DNA coiled inside every one of our body’s one hundred trillion 
cells contains a four-letter chemical alphabet that spells out precise assembly 
instructions for all the proteins from which our bodies are made.  Cambridge 
educated Stephen Meyer demonstrated that no hypothesis has come close to 
explaining how information got into biological matter by naturalistic means.  This 
information requires an intelligence beyond it. 
 
   f. The evidence of Consciousness. 
Modern studies have shown that consciousness cannot be explained by our 
knowledge of chemistry and physics.  Neurosurgeons can trigger reactions and 
speech by stimulating parts of the brain but the people say “you did that” knowing 
that it was not their choice. 
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1. Introduction: 
 A. The Problems. 
 B. How do we counter these problems? 
 C. Let us remember some Scriptures: 
2. The Big Picture:  Seek to answer the following questions and be 

willing to take steps of faith. 
3. The Case for a Creator:  Question #1 Expansion.  Read Psa 19 
 A. Evolution:  (closely tied to Reincarnation) 
  1. Introduction: 
  2. Authors and early proponents: 
  3. Requirements of Evolution: 
   a. Geological Uniformitarianism:   

b. Survival of the fittest:   
   c. Environmental Determinism:  (from Lamarck)  
   d. Natural Selection (Inbreeding):   
   e. Endocrinology:  (Comparative embryology) 
   f. Missing Links:  (still missing).   
   g. Biological Mechanism:  (how species changed) 
  4. To believe evolution one must believe all of these: 
   a. Nothing produces everything. 
   b. Non-life produces life. 
   c. Randomness produces fine-tuning. 
   d. Chaos produces information. 
   e. Unconsciousness produces consciousness. 
   f. Non–reason produces reason. 
  5. That is an astronomical leap of faith. 
 B. The Case for a Creator.  (Only one of these has to be right) 
  1. Arguments for the existence of God. 
   a. Cosmological: Cause-Effect 
   b. Ontological:  Perfect Being 
   c. Anthropological:  Life to Life. 
   d. Teleological:  Design to Designer. 
   e. Moral:  Innate moral law to Law Giver. 
  2. The Design Hypothesis:   
   a. The evidence of Cosmology. 
   b. The evidence of Physics. 
   c. The evidence of Astronomy. 
   d. The evidence of Biochemistry. 
   e. The evidence of Biological Information. 
   f. The evidence of Consciousness. 
 
  3. Who is this Creator? 
   a.   One God or many gods?   
    (Monotheism vs. Polytheism?) 
Plotinus (Greek philosopher 204-270 A.D.) noted that all plurality presupposes a 
prior unity. 
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The Anthropic Principle reveals that the entire universe was one, with one 
purpose and Purposer from the very beginning of its existence.  The entire 
universe was fine-tuned for the sustenance of human life, which speaks of one 
intelligent Creator, not a bureaucracy. 
 
All the Polytheistic viewpoints speak of gods who are finite in the universe and 
not of a God who transcends the universe.  Isa 40:12 
Who has measured the waters in the hollow of His hand, And marked off the 
heavens by the span, And calculated the dust of the earth by the measure, And 
weighed the mountains in a balance And the hills in a pair of scales?  
 
If the “gods” are in the universe, then they too came into existence and had a 
cause, therefore they are not eternal. 
 
   b. The Creator is One, but which one? 
    Elohim or Allah? 
Jews and Christians claim that Yahweh-Elohim is the Creator.  Muslims claim 
that Allah is the Creator.  Are they the same? 
 
   c. Neither Christianity nor Islam sees them as the  
    same although both claim their roots are from the  
    Creator of the universe. 
From:  Muslim.org 
18. Other religions also teach the existence of God. Is there any difference 
between their teaching and the Islamic concept of God?  

Yes, there are some important differences.  

The first major difference is that Islam teaches the absolute one-ness of God, 
with Whom no one can share in Divinity. No idol or heavenly object, nor any 
religious or spiritual teacher, can possess some Divine power or attribute.  

Secondly, Islam teaches the highest conception of God, and does not accept any 
limitation to His power and knowledge, while other religions set limits to Him. For 
instance, Islam rejects the Hindu belief that God is not the Creator of matter and 
souls but exists alongside them. It also rejects the Christian doctrine that God is 
unable to forgive sins unless He punishes someone, and so He sent His 'son' to 
suffer the punishment for the sins of all humanity. Moreover, a son is needed to 
take the place of the father when the father dies, and clearly this cannot apply if 
God is perfect. 

Thirdly, Islam refutes the idea that any human being, however great, was a 
'manifestation' of God on earth, or a Divine incarnate. 
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A passage of the Holy Quran which mentions several attributes of God is as 
follows: 

"He is Allah besides Whom there is no God. The Knower of the unseen and the 
seen. He is the Beneficent, the Merciful. He is Allah besides Whom there is no 
God; the King, the Holy, the Author of peace, the Grantor of security, Guardian 
over all, the Mighty, the Supreme, the Possessor of greatness . . . He is Allah, 
the Creator, the Maker, the Fashioner. His are the most beautiful names. 
Whatever is in the heavens and the earth declares His glory; and He is the 
Mighty, the Wise." (59:22-24) 
 
Islam sees Jesus as a prophet and part of the original faith of Adam, Noah, 
Abraham, Moses, David, and John the Baptist.  The Qur’an clearly rejects the 
Trinity, Jesus’ deity, His crucifixion and thus resurrected.  Muhammad was the 
final prophet and thus the bearer of God’s final revelation. 
 
   d. Should we believe Muhammad? 
    1).  Who was Muhammad (the praised one)? 
He was the founder of Islam (570 in Mecca to 632 A.D.) and claimed that “I have 
been given permission to intercede; and the prophets have been sealed with 
me.”  As the last prophet he superseded Abraham, Moses, and Jesus.  Islamic 
“scholars” have tried many times to connect him to the Bible, claiming that he 
was the fulfillment of many prophecies, not Jesus.  One such prophecy is, Deut 
18:18 'I will raise up a prophet from among their countrymen like you, and I will 
put My words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him.’  
 
Notes on his divine calling indicate it was a battle with demons and that he was 
fighting demon possession until his wife convinced him to just submit to it.  
Muhammad himself feared his calling was demonic and that he would be 
possessed by the devil.  He actually set forth a revelation that he thought was 
from God but later changed it stating that Satan had slipped the verses into the 
text. 
 
Most students of Islam claim that he was generally a moral person but insist that 
he was beyond major sin and was the perfect moral example.  He did however, 
sanction polygamy up to four wives, but it was permissible, by divine revelation, 
for him to have more (10).  Even the Qur’an speaks of his need to ask 
forgiveness from God. 
 
    2). He claimed to be speaking for the God of  
     Adam, Noah, Abraham, David and Jesus,  
     yet he had prophecies that were wrong. 
He prophesied that the Byzantines who were defeated by the Persians in 614-
615 A.D. would regain their territory in less than nine years.  It took almost 14, to 
628 A.D. 
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The End of the World.  Muhammad stated that the world would end 500 years 
after his death. 
 
    3). As a false prophet he was thus guilty of  
     enticing others to pursue other gods and  
     was thus due the death penalty as per the  
     words of the real God of Adam, Noah,  
     Abraham, David and Jesus.  Deut 18:20-22 
'But the prophet who speaks a word presumptuously in My name which I have 
not commanded him to speak, or which he speaks in the name of other gods, 
that prophet shall die.' 21 "You may say in your heart, 'How will we know the 
word which the Lord has not spoken?' 22 "When a prophet speaks in the name of 
the Lord, if the thing does not come about or come true, that is the thing which 
the Lord has not spoken. The prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you shall 
not be afraid of him.  Deut 13:1-5  If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises 
among you and gives you a sign or a wonder, 2 and the sign or the wonder 
comes true, concerning which he spoke to you, saying, 'Let us go after other 
gods (whom you have not known) and let us serve them,' 3 you shall not listen to 
the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams; for the Lord your God is 
testing you to find out if you love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul. 4 "You shall follow the Lord your God and fear Him; and you shall 
keep His commandments, listen to His voice, serve Him, and cling to Him. 5 "But 
that prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, because he has 
counseled rebellion against the Lord your God who brought you from the land of 
Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, to seduce you from the way 
in which the Lord your God commanded you to walk. So you shall purge the evil 
from among you.  
 
   e. Elohim is the one left standing. 
 
   f. Conclusion:  The God of Islam, called Allah, is a  
    counterfeit who was “created” by a false prophet. 
 
Exo 20:2-7 
2 I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery.  
3 "You shall have no other gods before Me.  
4 "You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven 
above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth.  
5 "You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the Lord your God, am a 
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and 
the fourth generations of those who hate Me,  
6 but showing lovingkindness to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My 
commandments.  
7 "You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not 
leave him unpunished who takes His name in vain.  
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1. Introduction: 
 A. The Problems. 
 B. How do we counter these problems? 
 C. Let us remember some Scriptures: 
2. The Big Picture:  Seek to answer the following questions and be 

willing to take steps of faith. 
3. The Case for a Creator:  Question #1 Expansion.  Read Psa 19 
 A. Evolution:  (closely tied to Reincarnation) 
  1. Introduction: 
  2. Authors and early proponents: 
  3. Requirements of Evolution: 
   a. Geological Uniformitarianism:   

b. Survival of the fittest:   
   c. Environmental Determinism:  (from Lamarck)  
   d. Natural Selection (Inbreeding):   
   e. Endocrinology:  (Comparative embryology) 
   f. Missing Links:  (still missing).   
   g. Biological Mechanism:  (how species changed) 
  4. To believe evolution one must believe all of these: 
   a. Nothing produces everything. 
   b. Non-life produces life. 
   c. Randomness produces fine-tuning. 
   d. Chaos produces information. 
   e. Unconsciousness produces consciousness. 
   f. Non–reason produces reason. 
  5. That is an astronomical leap of faith. 
 B. The Case for a Creator.  (Only one of these has to be right) 
  1. Arguments for the existence of God. 
   a. Cosmological: Cause-Effect 
   b. Ontological:  Perfect Being 
   c. Anthropological:  Life to Life. 
   d. Teleological:  Design to Designer. 
   e. Moral:  Innate moral law to Law Giver. 
  2. The Design Hypothesis:   
   a. The evidence of Cosmology. 
   b. The evidence of Physics. 
   c. The evidence of Astronomy. 
   d. The evidence of Biochemistry. 
   e. The evidence of Biological Information. 
   f. The evidence of Consciousness. 
  3. Who is this Creator? 
   a.   One God or many gods? Isa 40:12 

(Monotheism vs. Polytheism?) 
   b. The Creator is One, but which one? 
    Elohim or Allah? 
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   c. Neither Christianity nor Islam sees them as the  
    same although both claim their roots are from the  
    Creator of the universe. 
   d. Should we believe Muhammad? 
    1).  Who was Muhammad (the praised one)? 
    2). He claimed to be speaking for the God of  
     Adam, Noah, Abraham, David and Jesus,  
     yet he had prophecies that were wrong. 
    3). As a false prophet he was thus guilty of  
     enticing others to pursue other gods and  
     was thus due the death penalty as per the  
     words of the real God of Adam, Noah,  
     Abraham, David and Jesus.  Deut 18:20-22 

Deut 13:1-5   
   e. Elohim is the one left standing. 
   f. Conclusion:  The God of Islam, called Allah, is a  
    counterfeit who was “created” by a false prophet. 

Exo 20:2-7 
 

 C. Challenging the Elohim of the Bible. 
  (Satan’s attempt to redescribe Him) 

1. All world religions have a creator-god but it is faulty 
reasoning to assume they are all talking about the same 
one. 

All the religions of the world have a creator-god.  Some claim that all religions are 
thus referring to the same God.  This does not however prove that all religions of 
the world are the same nor that they are seeking the same thing and are just 
using different words.  It is not a battle of semantics.  While all the religions have 
a creator-god, from there on they begin to differ.   
  2. Evolutionary thought claims that religion went from: 

 a. Mana or Fetishism which is the general 
 awareness of a spiritual force. 

 b. Animism which says that spiritual forces are 
 personal spirits. 

 c. Polytheism which underlies the thought that 
 human spirits become divine. 

 d. Henotheism which is to serve many gods but 
 worship just one. 

 e. Monotheism which is one personal God. 
3. This is counter to their position that one living cell 

became a multitude of different species. 
4. All the world religions quickly disagree on the attributes 

of their “creator-god” so they are not the same. 
(It is kind of like saying that a Ford is a Dodge, but it goes deeper than that.  It is 
like comparing the designer of the DNA molecule to the one who designed the 
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Ford or Dodge.  Most of those gods are “in the world” and thus are “created.”  
They are just manufacturers that use existing materials.) 
  5. The fact that all world religions recognize a creator  
   means that all make themselves without excuse.   
   Rom 1:20 

6. Has the true Creator God, the Intelligence behind the 
Creation, revealed Himself?  How? 

 
4. How did the Creator communicate? (Question #2 Expansion.) 

Question #2:  Would this conscious being (Elohim) communicate 
with His creation or not? 

 Answer:  There are only Two Possibilities.  Either He did or He didn’t.  
 
 A. Introduction:  How and when did the Creator communicate?   
  The Genesis account has become the most read and widely  
  attacked record in the history of the world.  It would be wise to  
  determine its credibility, since the Bible claims to be inspired  
  by the Creator.  2 Tim 3:16-17 
When a person gets saved there are still decisions to be made.  With so many 
different viewpoints, who do I learn from?  What is the standard? 
 
What about Elohim’s Word?  How was it communicated and how was it 
transmitted?  Is it reliable?  It claims to be.   
 
First, we must determine what His written word truly says and then honestly 
analyze the facts.  Is the Biblical model valid?  There are so many things that tie 
in here such as: hermeneutics, canonicity and faith.  It would be great to analyze 
them all at once, but we must analyze them individually and then put the package 
together.  All other models do the same thing.  They have their rules of 
interpretation, their standards of orthodoxy and what they choose to believe. 
 
 B. Revelation from Adam to Moses.  The Issues. 
One of the most frequently misunderstood issues concerns the time between the 
creation of Adam and the writings of Moses.  In a literal reading, the fall of Adam 
took place around 3900 B.C. and the writings of Moses would not have begun 
before 1500 B.C., if Moses had begun to write at the age of 25.  What about this 
2400 years? 
 
Some correctly point out that there were written records hundreds of years prior 
to the writings of Moses.  Clearly there were written Sumerian and Egyptian 
records.  Sumer had ceased to exist by the time of Moses.  Moses was educated 
in “all the knowledge of the Egyptians.”  (Acts 7:22)  Many atheists and agnostics 
believe that Moses just adapted to Israel what had already been established in 
other cultures.  It is actually the evolutionary viewpoint of Monotheism.  Mankind 
first believed in many gods and then evolved into a belief in one god.   
 

Keys to Life 



19 
 

 C. Did Moses simply take the ancient myths and write them down 
  for Israel? 
 
God’s Word contains the answer.  First realize that God revealed Himself through 
the stars before Moses and Israel came into existence. 
 
Gen 1:14  Covered from Adam until the Law.  Upheld by oral tradition.  We have 
a lot of information in the Bible that covers from Moses until the beginning of the 
Millennial Kingdom.  Very little information about the time until Moses or the time 
after the 2nd Advent.  What we really need to know has been provided (2 Pet 1:3). 
 
The stars were set to picture God’s plan.  They were never designed to 
mystically guide mankind, but were the initial calendars to guide a predominantly 
agricultural economy.  If you look online you will find that there is opposition to 
this position, some from within the Christian community.  They assume that 
Seiss, Bullinger and the late Dr. D. James Kennedy are advocating “following the 
stars” today.  None did.  The enemy likes us fighting each other. 
 
Sometimes the Lord does not give us all our answers.  Other times the answers 
are there if we look.  Some questions simply cannot yet be answered, like exactly 
what our resurrection bodies will be able to do or exactly how the Millennial 
society will function.  Others can be answered but we may not like the answers or 
they may seem too “far-fetched.”  Like a global flood or the “sons of God” of 
Genesis 6.  If God’s word stretches us beyond our human reason then we must 
go with Divine reason. 
 
The Biblical model of the progression of matter, creatures, space and time is a 
reasonable model that does not require a leap of faith, but rather a simple step.  
 

D. The Revelation from Adam to Moses:  God’s Plan in the 
Ancient Zodiac.  (Information taken from Bullinger and Seiss) 
1. The Scriptural Basis.  Gen 1:14  

Then God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the 
day from the night, and let them be for signs (‘OTH = a sign, marker that points 
to something else; like the rainbow, Gen 9:12; circumcision, Gen 17:11; the 
plagues on Egypt, Exo; the Sabbath, Ex 31:13; the banner of the sons of 
Israel, Num 2:2; in N.T. “S8MEION” is used for miracles and markers of 
prophetic events), and for seasons, and for days and years; 
  2. Creation teaches God's attributes.  Romans 1:20  
For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and 
divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been 
made, so that they are without excuse. 
  3. The heavens reveal God's glory.  Psalm 19:1-6 
The heavens are telling of the glory of God; and their expanse is declaring the 
work of His hands.  Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night reveals 
knowledge.  There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard.  
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Their line has gone out through all the earth, and their utterances to the end of 
the world. In them He has placed a tent for the sun, Which is as a bridegroom 
coming out of his chamber; it rejoices as a strong man to run his course.  Its 
rising is from one end of the heavens, and its circuit to the other end of them; and 
there is nothing hidden from its heat. 
  4. God named the stars.  Isa 40:26-27 
Lift up your eyes on high and see who has created these stars, the One who 
leads forth their host by number, He calls them all by name; because of the 
greatness of His might and the strength of His power not one of them is missing.  
Why do you say, O Jacob, and assert, O Israel, "My way is hidden from the 
LORD, and the justice due me escapes the notice of my God"? 
  5. God made the constellations.  Job 9:8-9 
Who alone stretches out the heavens, and tramples down the waves of the sea;  
Who makes the Bear, Orion, and the Pleiades, and the chambers of the south; 
Amos 5:8 
He who made the Pleiades and Orion and changes deep darkness into morning, 
who also darkens day into night, who calls for the waters of the sea and pours 
them out on the surface of the earth, the LORD is His name. 
  6. God directs the constellations.  Job 38:31-32 
"Can you bind the chains of the Pleiades, or loose the cords of Orion?  "Can you 
lead forth a constellation (MAZZAROTH = 1x; a constellation) in its season, 
and guide the Bear with her satellites?  "Do you know the ordinances of the 
heavens, or fix their rule over the earth? 
  7. God has authority over the constellations.  Isa 13:10 
For the stars of heaven and their constellations will not flash forth their light; the 
sun will be dark when it rises, and the moon will not shed its light. 

8. All nations have the same 12 signs which point to a 
common origin. 

9. If God set the stars in the places with intentional design 
(and He did) it is easy to realize that the signs relate to 
the first prophecy of Scripture that involves "the 
promised seed of the woman."  Gen 3:15 

And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and 
her seed;  He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the 
heel."  

10. The adversary is a counterfeiter.  2 Cor 11:13-15 
For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as 
apostles of Christ. 14 No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel 
of light. 15 Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves 
as servants of righteousness, whose end will be according to their deeds.  
 
Principle:  The enemy either greatly perverts things to make them almost 
unrecognizable or he conveniently ignores the evidence. 
(the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth is what we must seek.) 
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  11. Why even deal with the original Zodiac? 
a. To show how this study overthrows the view that 

Judaism and Christianity was simply a repetition 
of ancient myths. 

b. To show the true origin of pagan mythologies as a 
distortion of God’s original revelation. 

c. To show how the gospel has been preached and 
proclaimed to the whole earth. 

d. To show the divine origin or the Scriptures which 
proclaim the very same message written by the 
hand of God in the stars. 

e. To show that astrology is but a satanic distortion 
of an original revelation from God. 

   f. To magnify Jesus Christ Whom it reveals. 
12. How was it revealed?  Ancient Jewish tradition holds 

that it was by direct revelation to Adam and Enoch. 
 
 E. The Plan Revealed through Three Star Books: 

1. Book One:  The Redeemer, First Advent. 
A. VIRGO.  The prophecy of the bruised seed. 

    B. LIBRA.  The work accomplished in grace. 
B. SCORPIO. The work accomplished in 

conflict. 
A. SAGITTARIUS.  The fulfillment of the promised 

victory. 
2. Book Two:  The Redeemed. 

C. CAPRICORNUS.  The prophecy of the promised 
deliverance. 
D. AQUARIUS.  Results of the work bestowed 

in grace. 
D. PISCES.  Results of the work enjoyed in 

conflict. 
C. ARIES.  The fulfillment of the promised 

deliverance. 
3. Book Three:  The Redeemer, Second Advent. 

E. TAURUS.  The prophecy of the coming Judge of 
all the earth. 
F. GEMINI.  The Redeemer's reign in grace and 

glory. 
F. CANCER.  The Redeemer's possession safe 

from conflict. 
E. LEO.  The fulfillment of the promised triumph. 

 
F. Summary Of The Twelve Signs: 
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1. VIRGO.  This sign portrays that through the Virgin will 
come the Desired One who will be offered as a Sin 
Offering and will return again.  (Who is the Messiah) 

 
2. LIBRA.  This portrays that the redemption price of the 

lost was paid at the cross by the Victim who received a 
Crown.  (Why the need) 

 
3. SCORPIO.  This sign portrays the Conflict between the 

Enemy and the Messiah.  The Messiah is bruised on the 
heel but will crush the head of the Dragon.  (Identify of 
the opposition) 

 
4. SAGITTARIUS.  This sign portrays the two-fold nature of 

the Conqueror who is deserving of Praise.  The 
Judgment is prepared and the Old Serpent will be cast 
out of heaven.  (The result of victory) 

 
5. CAPRICORNUS.  This sign portrays the Goat of 

Atonement is offered as a Sacrifice by God.  He dies and 
is resurrected.  (How there can be a relationship with the 
Redeemed) 

 
6. AQUARIUS.  This sign portrays the blessings poured 

forth for the Redeemed who believe and will be awarded 
later.  (The result of a relationship with the Redeemer). 

 
7. PISCES.  This sign portrays that the Redeemed are 

blessed though bound as is their enemy while they 
undergo undeserved suffering until their Redeemer 
comes. (The plight of the Redeemed) 

 
8. ARIES.  This sign portrays that the Slain Offering is 

prepared for the Victory while the Responder (the 
woman) is preparing for her Husband.  The Redeemer 
conquers all enemies to deliver His Redeemed.  (The 
consummation of blessings) 

 
9. TAURUS.  This sign portrays that the Messiah is coming 

to bring forth wrath upon His enemies which are also 
the enemies of the Redeemed.  (How and For Whom is 
the Coming) 

 
10. GEMINI.  This sign portrays the returning God-man who 

will tread the enemy underfoot as He returns in glory to 
be exalted.  (Who is The Victor) 
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11. CANCER.  This sign portrays that the minority of 

Believers will be gathered from all time into the Eternal 
State.  (The Redeemed's eternal possessions) 

 
12. LEO.  This sign is the portrait of the "Lion of the Tribe of 

Judah" who destroys His enemies via the Cup of divine 
wrath.  (The end of evil) 

 
 G. They were never designed to be worshipped, nor did they  
  extend to daily prophesies.  Isa 47:8-15  Prophecy of Babylon 
"Now, then, hear this, you sensual one, Who dwells securely, Who says in your 
heart, ' I am, and there is no one besides me. I will not sit as a widow, Nor know 
loss of children.'  "But these two things will come on you suddenly in one day: 
Loss of children and widowhood. They will come on you in full measure In spite 
of your many sorceries, In spite of the great power of your spells. 10 "You felt 
secure in your wickedness and said, ' No one sees me,' Your wisdom and your 
knowledge, they have deluded you; For you have said in your heart, ' I am, and 
there is no one besides me.' 11 "But evil will come on you Which you will not 
know how to charm away; And disaster will fall on you For which you cannot 
atone; And destruction about which you do not know Will come on you suddenly. 
12 "Stand fast now in your spells And in your many sorceries With which you 
have labored from your youth; Perhaps you will be able to profit, Perhaps you 
may cause trembling. 13 "You are wearied with your many counsels; Let now the 
astrologers, Those who prophesy by the stars, Those who predict by the new 
moons, Stand up and save you from what will come upon you. 14 "Behold, they 
have become like stubble,  Fire burns them; They cannot deliver themselves 
from the power of the flame; There will be no coal to warm by Nor a fire to sit 
before! 15 "So have those become to you with whom you have labored, Who 
have trafficked with you from your youth; Each has wandered in his own way; 
There is none to save you. 
 
 H. The Ancient Myths: 

1. If we combine into one view what appears in the various 
Zodiacs of the ancients we find that eternal Godhead, or 
some direct emanation of eternal Godhead, was to 
become incarnate, to be born of a virgin mother, to 
spend his infancy and childhood among herds and 
flocks, whose life should be sought by a huge serpent 
or dragon, which was even able to slay him, but which 
he was destined to conquer and crush; that he came, or 
was to come, from heaven for the purpose of reforming 
and delivering mankind; that he was mild, 
contemplative, and good, but still the god of vengeance, 
with power to destroy his enemies; that he was a priest, 
a prophet, and a king, the sacrificer of himself, and the 
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parent, husband, and son of the great Mother (denoted 
by a floating ark); that he was the creator of world and 
aeons, previous to which he moved on boundless 
waters; that when slain he was entombed, descended 
into the hidden world, but rose to life again, ascended 
the top of a lofty mountain, and thence was translated to 
heaven.  (Seiss, Gospel in the Stars, Pg. 25). 

2. The attack on Christianity is based in trying to prove 
that Christianity came after these stories had been 
established and thus was simply a mythological spinoff. 

 3. The Tower of Babel perverted the message by changing 
 the signs and renaming the stars so that God’s message 
 “devolved” into modern astrology.  Gen 11 

 
I. Early Traditions: 

1. Plato says, "Our first parent was the greatest 
philosopher that ever existed." 

2. Baleus, an ancient historian, says, "From Adam all good 
arts and human wisdom flowed, as from their fountain.  
He was the first that discovered the motions of the 
celestial bodies." 

3. Medhurst says, "in the early Chinese histories the first 
man, Pwanroo, is said to have been produced soon after 
the period of emptiness and confusion, and that he 
knew intuitively the relative proportions of heaven and 
earth. 

4. The Jews hold in their traditions that Adam wrote a book 
concerning the creation of the world, and another on the 
Deity. 

5. An Arabian writer, Kissaeus, states that "Abraham had 
in his possession certain sacred writings of Adam, Seth 
and Enoch in which were laws and promises, 
threatenings from God and predictions of events. 

6. The ancient kings called all their kings, pharaohs, 
meaning "Sun" but their traditions make Menes, their 
first king, the greatest sun from whom all wisdom and 
illumination came. 

7. According to Josephus and others, Seth followed his 
father, Adam, in the pursuit of wisdom.  It is said that 
"they were the inventors of that sort of wisdom which is 
concerned with the heavenly bodies and their condition 
and indications." 

8. The Jews credit Enoch with special wisdom and writing 
skills, particularly as related to astronomy and 
prophecy.  He is believed to have written books on these 
matters.  The Jews call him "The Great Scribe." 
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9. Origen tells us that it was asserted in the Book of Enoch 
that by the time of that patriarch the constellations were 
already divided. 

 
J. More History: 

1. The primary and chief series of the old 48 constellations 
is formed on the line which the sun seems to mark in the 
progress of the year, called the Ecliptic. 

2. The line is really the path of the earth around the Sun.  
The Sun seems to move 30 degrees every month, to 
return to its place once per year. 

3. The moon and planets apparently follow much the same 
path. 

4. While the earth is following this path, the Moon makes 
twelve complete revolutions around the earth. 

5. The Zodiac comes from the word "ZOAD' meaning a 
walk, way or a going by steps, like up Jacob's ladder. 

6. The Mansions of the Moon: 
a. Ancient astronomy gives a further subdivision of 

these twelve signs into 28 called the "Mansions of 
the Moon," or the "Lunar Zodiac." 

b. The Moon makes its revolution around the earth 
in about 28 days, and so suggests the division of 
its course through the heavens into twenty-eight 
sections, one for each day. 

c. Two and a third of these sections or "Mansions" 
are embraced in each sign of the Solar Zodiac and 
each Mansion is marked with its own particular 
name and smaller group of stars. 

7. The 36 Decans (parts) are also called "faces" and all of 
them taken together are also called "The Way." 

8. The Planets: 
a. While the "faces" appear to be fixed, there are 

stars that move through these "faces" called 
"Planets" or "Wanderers." 

b. In the original Zodiac only five planets were 
known because the rest cannot be seen with the 
naked eye. 

c. When these five were coupled with the Sun and 
Moon, they were viewed as the seven most 
renowned of all the celestial bodies. 

d. The seven include: the Sun, Moon, Mercury, 
Venus, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn.  

9. The Sabbatical Week: 
a. All ancient nations used a seven day week. 
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b. All of these nations named the days of the week 
after the "Seven" Planets. 

c.   Hence we have: Sun-day, Moon-day, Tuves' (the 
Anglo-Saxon word for Mars)-day, Woden's (the 
name for Mercury)-day, Thor's (Jupiter)-day, Friga 
(Venus)-day and Saturn-day. 

d. The order is not of distance, velocity or brilliance.  
The succession, however, is always the same.  
The ancients did vary though in what they viewed 
as the "first" day of the week. 

10. The Alphabet and the Stars: 
a. There were probably books before the Flood, as 

the earliest civilizations had writings of their own. 
b. All the known primitive alphabets had the same 

number of letters, including seven vowels.  All 
began with A,B,C and ended with S,T,U. 

c. Seiss and others believe that the consonants 
were connected to the Signs and that the vowels 
were connected to the Planets. 

 
K. From Moses to the Present the Creator chose to write down 

His plan and instructions. 
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1. Introduction: 
 A. The Problems. 
 B. How do we counter these problems? 
 C. Let us remember some Scriptures: 
2. The Big Picture:  Seek to answer the following questions and be 

willing to take steps of faith. 
3. The Case for a Creator:  Question #1 Expansion.  Read Psa 19 
 A. Evolution:  (closely tied to Reincarnation) 
  1. Introduction: 
  2. Authors and early proponents: 
  3. Requirements of Evolution: 
   a. Geological Uniformitarianism:   

b. Survival of the fittest:   
   c. Environmental Determinism:  (from Lamarck)  
   d. Natural Selection (Inbreeding):   
   e. Endocrinology:  (Comparative embryology) 
   f. Missing Links:  (still missing).   
   g. Biological Mechanism:  (how species changed) 
  4. To believe evolution one must believe all of these: 
   a. Nothing produces everything. 
   b. Non-life produces life. 
   c. Randomness produces fine-tuning. 
   d. Chaos produces information. 
   e. Unconsciousness produces consciousness. 
   f. Non–reason produces reason. 
  5. That is an astronomical leap of faith. 
 B. The Case for a Creator.  (Only one of these has to be right) 
  1. Arguments for the existence of God. 
   a. Cosmological: Cause-Effect 
   b. Ontological:  Perfect Being 
   c. Anthropological:  Life to Life. 
   d. Teleological:  Design to Designer. 
   e. Moral:  Innate moral law to Law Giver. 
  2. The Design Hypothesis:   
   a. The evidence of Cosmology. 
   b. The evidence of Physics. 
   c. The evidence of Astronomy. 
   d. The evidence of Biochemistry. 
   e. The evidence of Biological Information. 
   f. The evidence of Consciousness. 
  3. Who is this Creator? 
   a.   One God or many gods? Isa 40:12 

(Monotheism vs. Polytheism?) 
   b. The Creator is One, but which one? 
    Elohim or Allah? 

Keys to Life 



28 
 

   c. Neither Christianity nor Islam sees them as the  
    same although both claim their roots are from the  
    Creator of the universe. 
   d. Should we believe Muhammad? 
   e. Elohim is the one left standing. 
   f. Conclusion:  The God of Islam, called Allah, is a  
    counterfeit who was “created” by a false prophet. 

Exo 20:2-7 
 C. Challenging the Elohim of the Bible. 

1. All world religions have a creator-god but it is faulty 
reasoning to assume they are all talking about the same 
one. 

  2. Evolutionary thought claims that religion went from: 
3. This is counter to their position that one living cell 

became a multitude of different species. 
4. All the world religions quickly disagree on the attributes 

of their “creator-god” so they are not the same. 
  5. The fact that all world religions recognize a creator  
   means that all make themselves without excuse.   
   Rom 1:20 

6. Has the true Creator God, the Intelligence behind the 
Creation, revealed Himself?  How? 

 
4. How did the Creator communicate? (Question #2 Expansion.) 

Question #2:  Would this conscious being (Elohim) communicate 
with His creation or not? 

 Answer:  There are only Two Possibilities.  Either He did or He didn’t.  
 
 A. Introduction:  How and when did the Creator communicate?   
  The Genesis account has become the most read and widely  
  attacked record in the history of the world.  It would be wise to  
  determine its credibility, since the Bible claims to be inspired  
  by the Creator.  2 Tim 3:16-17 
 B. Revelation from Adam to Moses.  The Issues. 
 C. Did Moses simply take the ancient myths and write them down 
  for Israel? 

D. The Revelation from Adam to Moses:  God’s Plan in the 
Ancient Zodiac.  
1. The Scriptural Basis.  Gen 1:14  

  2. Creation teaches God's attributes.  Romans 1:20  
  3. The heavens reveal God's glory.  Psalm 19:1-6 
  4. God named the stars.  Isa 40:26-27 
  5. God made the constellations.  Job 9:8-9; Amos 5:8 
  6. God directs the constellations.  Job 38:31-32 
  7. God has authority over the constellations.  Isa 13:10 
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8. All nations have the same 12 signs which point to a 
common origin. 

9. If God set the stars in the places with intentional design 
(and He did) it is easy to realize that the signs relate to 
the first prophecy of Scripture that involves "the 
promised seed of the woman."  Gen 3:15 

10. The adversary is a counterfeiter.  2 Cor 11:13-15 
  11. Why even deal with the original Zodiac? 

12. How was it revealed?  Ancient Jewish tradition holds 
that it was by direct revelation to Adam and Enoch. 

 E. The Plan Revealed through Three Star Books: 
F. Summary Of The Twelve Signs: 

 G. They were never designed to be worshipped, nor did they  
  extend to daily prophesies.  Isa 47:8-15  Prophecy of Babylon 
 H. The Ancient Myths: 

I. Early Traditions: 
J. More History: 
K. From Moses to the present. 

 
REVIEW OF THE BIG PICTURE: 
 
 Question #1:  How did all things begin? 
 Answer:  There are only Two Possibilities.  Either a conscious being 
 was the First Cause of all things or unconscious matter. 

Conclusion:  A conscious being is a reasonable answer. 
 

 Question #2:  Would this conscious being communicate with his 
 creation or not? 
 Answer:  There are only Two Possibilities.  Either he did or he didn’t.   
 Conclusion:  This conscious being did communicate with his 
 creation.  (Which one will be dealt with later) 
 
 Question #3:  What evidence is there that this conscious being 
 communicated with his creation? 
 Answer:  There exists Two Inherent Realizations in all of mankind, 
 Sin and Eternity. 

Conclusion:  All are sinners facing eternity. 
 

 Question #4:  Can this problem be solved? 
 Answer:  There are only Two Possible Solutions.  One has to find a 
 way to save himself or find a savior. 
 Conclusion:  You must look for the best option. 
 
 Question #5:  Who has established the best option to solve the 
 problem of death in sin? 

Answer:  Only Christianity has a savior who has conquered death. 
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 Conclusion:  Only one credible person made the offer to believe in 
 Him and have eternal life. 
 
 Question #6:  How many effective decisions are there? 
 Answer:  There are only Two Possible Decisions.  Stay a slave to the 
 Law of Sin and Death or be set free from it. 
 Conclusion:  I need to make a choice.  
 
 Question #7:  How many outcomes are there to those decisions? 
 Answer:  There are only Two Possible Outcomes. 

Conclusion:  The best choice is apparent. 
 

Question #8:  Is there a guide for life as a Christian? 
Answer:  There are only Two Possibilities.  Yes or no. 
Conclusion:  If yes, I had better find it and learn it. 

 
5. Did the Creator have a written record?  Yes or No?  Is there a Canon 

of Scripture?  The word “canon” is from a Greek word meaning a 
“ruler.” 

 A. The Question of Inspiration.   
  1. The Bible claims divine inspiration.  2 Tim 3:16-17 
All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for training in righteousness; 17 so that the man of God may be 
adequate, equipped for every good work.  Heb 1:1  God, after He spoke long ago 
to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways,  
  2. This is distinguished from simple human interpretation.  
   2 Peter 1:20-21  (The meaning of a passage is never ours to 
decide but ours to discover) 
But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own 
interpretation, 21 for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but 
men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 
  3. What it records are issues of life and death.  John 3:36 
He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son 
will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."  (It is not simply to look at 
but rather it is like a telescope to look through.  The Blood of Christ makes us 
safe; the word of God makes us sure.) 

4. The definition:  God the Holy Spirit so directed the 
writers of Scripture that without changing their 
personality, vocabulary, frame of reference or emotional 
patterns, He revealed a complete and connected thought 
that was recorded in their own language without error in 
the original autographs. 

5. Ramifications: 
 a. The Scriptures are designed to be a revelation 

 from God Himself.  John 16:13-16 (Knowing the 
 Scripture is one thing; knowing the Author is another.) 
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 b. If He revealed Himself then that which is inspired 
 is fully inspired, called plenary inspiration. 

 c. Where the Scripture touches on the unknown 
 past, ancient history, science or moral issues, it is 
 correct although it may be incomplete.  (The sun  
 does “rise” and that statement is true to the observer 
 of the dawn.) 

6. God at times dictated (Isa 6:8-10 et al) but also used 
dreams (Gen 15:12; 31:10-13 Nu 12:6 et al), visions (Isa 
1:1; 6:1; 1 Kings 22:19; Acts 10 et al) and angelic 
messengers (Deut 33:2; Gal 3:19; Psa 68:17 et al) to 
convey His message.   

  7. External proofs of inspiration: 
   A. The fulfillment of prophecies that are not religious 
    in scope.  Dan 2:19-7:1 
   B. Archaeological discoveries. 
   C. The preservation and restoration of the text. 
    Mark 13:31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but My  
    words will not pass away.  
   D. It is the most attacked book in history. 
  8. There are two basic views of inspiration: 
   A. Not inspired or one of many inspired works. 
(Some see it as simply a piece of literature.  While it has a grammatical form and 
contains several literary genres, it is not simply words on pages.  When a person 
does not recognize it all, then one is left to choose the pieces that fit a 
preconceived idea.) 
   B. It is fully and completely inspired. 
Many people claim it is inspired but then mystify it to the point it is not 
recognizable.  This is a functional rejection of inspiration, which actually leads to 
functional atheism.  The devil can cite Scripture for his own purpose.  (Wm 
Shakespeare) 
 
Some people view the words as magical.  The promises are not incantations to 
be spoken as a mantra but rather guarantees by the author.  It is not the words 
that have the power but the One behind the words. 
 
Rejection of the historical nature of the scripture is where rejection of inspiration 
often begins.  The Bible is grounded in history and is the basis for believing its 
supernatural promises.  It claims to be a historical book, so if it is historically 
inaccurate then prophecies are meaningless, promises are dubious, and even life 
itself is to be feared because there is no anchor for the soul. 
 
Some people might get an insight on a given passage, that is a valid application 
of that passage, one that is built on correct interpretation.  Satan might then use 
it to breed arrogance and allegory enters the picture. 
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Quotes on importance of history.  Certainty of promises. 
 
How to approach the Scriptures is a matter of hermeneutics.  Later.  If you study 
the Scriptures in a “hit or miss” style, you will likely miss more than you will hit.  It 
is good to mark your Bible but it is better to let your Bible mark you. 
 
  9. The Challenge of Inspiration.  2 Tim 4:1-3 
I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to 
judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: 2 preach 
the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with 
great patience and instruction. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure 
sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for 
themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, 4 and will turn away 
their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths.; Acts 20:27-28 For I did not 
shrink from declaring to you the whole purpose of God. 28 "Be on guard for 
yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own 
blood.;  Matt 4:4 MAN SHALL NOT LIVE ON BREAD ALONE, BUT ON EVERY 
WORD THAT PROCEEDS OUT OF THE MOUTH OF GOD.'"; John 14:15  If 
you love Me, you will keep My commandments. 
 
  10. Tests of belief in inspiration. 
   a. Is it the authoritative word in my life? 
   b. Am I seeking the Author’s intent or trying to  
    justify my own thoughts? 
   c. Do I esteem it as valuable or is it just another  
    book? 
   d. Do I try to change what I don’t like? 
   e. Do I try to leave out the parts I don’t like? 
   f. Do I look for “interpretations” that fit my   
    worldview? 
    (the Bible will develop your worldview if you let it) 
   g. Do I try to reconcile science with Scripture or  
    Scripture with science? 
   h. Do I try to reconcile written history with Scripture  
    or Scripture with written history? 
   i. Do I try to evaluate moral issues based on   
    culture? 
   j. Is it the Guidebook for my life? 
   k. Do I only read it in times of trouble? 
   l. Do I think I have it all down? 
 
(Much of following section taken from Josh McDowell’s books, “Evidence 
that demands a verdict” and “The new Evidence that demands a verdict.”) 
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11. Jesus  came to fulfill the Law and the Prophets which 
means that He viewed the Scriptures as totally accurate.  
Matt 5:17-19 

"Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to 
abolish but to fulfill. 18 "For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, 
not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 
19 "Whoever then annuls one of the least of these commandments, and teaches 
others to do the same, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but 
whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven.  

a. If they were not totally accurate, then Jesus was 
subscribing to error, which would not be 
compatible with the Essence of God. 

b. Since the Scriptures are revealed by the Holy 
Spirit and attest to Jesus as the Messiah (John 
16:5-15), the perfect Son (1 Pet 2:24-25) of the 
perfect God (Matt 5:48), for Him to agree with 
error (if the Scriptures are not inerrant) is to deny 
His perfection and to call the Holy Spirit a liar, 
which is blasphemy. 

 
12. If the Bible is inspired of God then it is inerrant or else 

we impugn the character of God.  Heb 6:18  
 ...impossible for God to lie… 

a. Inerrancy means that when all the facts are 
known, the Scriptures in their original autographs, 
properly interpreted, will be shown to be wholly 
true in everything they affirm, whether this has to 
do with doctrine, morality or the social, physical 
and life sciences. 

b. Inerrancy does not mean that various accounts by 
various witnesses have to be recorded with the 
same words in the same way.  Cf the Gospels. 

c. Even when non-Biblical sources are quoted (like 
when Paul quoted a heathen poet on Mars Hill), 
the quotation is accurate. 

d. Inerrancy is not defined in terms of strict 
grammatical rules, as writers have always been 
allowed freedom of expression. 

e. Some attack inerrancy on grounds that the Bible 
is not specific enough.  It is like saying that 
because you say something happened in 2008 
and do not give the exact date and time you are 
not accurate. 

f. The Bible is not designed to be a scientific journal 
that uses modern terminology to describe 
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scientific events, but rather speaks to people 
where they are.   

 (Modern meteorologists still use “sunrise” and 
“sunset.”) 

g. There does not have to be an exhaustive account 
of an event reported for it to be accurate.  Gen 14 

 
13. The Bible was inerrant in its original autographs.  There 

have admittedly been scribal errors in the transmission 
of the texts, but 95% of all extant writings are in 
complete agreement. 
a. Some say that the Bible does not teach its own 

inerrancy, only that it is inspired.  If that is true 
then neither does it teach the Trinity. 

b. First of all the Bible affirms that Scripture is a 
revelation from God and secondly if it is from God 
then it is true. 

c. Inerrancy follows logically from inspiration. 
d. Some claim inerrancy is not important, but does 

God utter something other than truth? 
e. Some claim it is a recent invention that originated 

with B.B. Warfield of Princeton in the late 1800’s.  
Others trace it to others in the Reformation, yet 
even Augustine held to inerrancy, as did Aquinas. 

f. Others claim there are errors in the Bible, but they 
are issues of the copies, not of the originals. 

g. Some claim that since we do not have the 
originals then we cannot rely on the transmitted 
message.  No major or minor biblical doctrine is 
compromised by any copyist mistake. 

h. Why didn’t God preserve the originals?  Maybe it 
was because He did not want man to worship the 
scrolls but rather the One that inspired them! 

i. What the Bible affirms is inerrant, but not 
necessarily everything it contains.  For example, it 
records lies.  Inerrancy does not make the lie into 
truth but rather the record of the lie is what is 
true. 

j. The real crux of inerrancy issue is that whatever 
the Bible affirms is without error. 

k. The real question is whether or not you can be 
confident in the Word of God. 

 
14. Total Inspiration and Inerrancy give us assurance of our 

so-great salvation.  1 John 5:13  
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B. The Question of Canonicity.  How was it determined what 
books would be in the Bible?  (Read Josh McDowell:  Evidence 
That Demands A Verdict.  The New Evidence That Demands a 
Verdict.) 

  
The Point of this:  The Bible is reliable to find truth. 

 
  1. Preparation of the Scriptures: 

a. Papyrus.  The earliest manuscripts (MSS).  Needed 
dry climate to survive. 

b. Parchment.  Animal skins.  Sheep, goats, antelope 
and others.  Comes from the name Pergamum who 
was well-known for production of it. 

c. Vellum.  Calf skin.  Often dyed purple.  Writing on this 
was usually in gold or silver. 

  d. Ostraca.  Unglazed pottery. 
e. Clay Tablets.  Engraved with sharp instruments then 

dried. 
f. Wax tablets.  Metal stylus used on piece of flat wood 

covered with a wax. 
 
  2. Forms of ancient books: 

a. Rolls or scrolls.  They glued papyrus together and 
then wound them around a stick.  The size of the 
scroll was limited by the difficulty in using the roll.  It 
was usually written on only one side.  Two-sided 
scrolls were called “Opisthograph” (Rev 5:1).  Some 
scrolls 144 ft. long.  Most 20-35 feet. 

b. Codex or book form.  Papyrus sheets assembled 
with writing on both sides.  Greenlee says that 
Christianity was the prime reason for the development 
of the codex-book form.  Classical authors wrote on 
papyrus scrolls until about the 3rd century A.D. 

 
  3. Types of writing: 

a. Uncial.  Upper case letters, no word divisions, 
punctuation and usually written on vellum or 
parchment. 

b. Miniscules.  Around 10th century A.D.  cursive 
writing, small letters.  Made for the production of 
books.  Metzger writes about the difficulty of a 
continuous text, “it must not be thought, however, that 
such ambiguities occur very often in Greek.  In that 
language it is the rule, with very few exceptions, that 
native Greek words can end only in a vowel or in one 
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of three consonants (Nu, Rho, Sigma)…, thus there 
was no problem for the normal Greek reader. 

 
  4. Chapters: 
First divisions made in 586 B.C. when the Pentateuch divided into 154 groupings 
(sedarim).  In 536 B.C. it was further sectioned into 54 divisions and then into 
669 smaller segments to assist in locating references.  These were used in a 
one-year reading cycle. 
 
Greeks made divisions around 250 A.D..  the oldest system of chapter divisions 
is from about 350 A.D. in the margins of Codex Vaticanus.  In the 13th century, 
Stephen Langton, a professor at the University of Paris and later Archbishop of 
Canterbury, divided the Bible into the modern chapter divisions (c. 1226 A.D.). 
 
Verse divisions were not systematically used universally.  The first standard 
verse divisions were around 900 A.D.  The Latin Vulgate was the first Bible to 
incorporate both verse and chapter divisions in both Old and New Testaments. 

 
5. Tests of a book for inclusion in the Canon: 

a. Is it authoritative?  “Thus saith the Lord!” 
b. Is it prophetic?  Was it written by a man of God 

and also authenticated by the prophets? 
c. Is it authentic?  The ancient church fathers motto 

was “if in doubt, throw it out.” 
d. Is it dynamic?  Did it come with the life-

transforming power of God? 
e. Was it received, collected, read and used?  How 

did the people of God view it?  Peter 
acknowledged Paul (2 Pet 3:16). 

f. Other Principles: 
1. Did the writers know they were writing 

scripture?  Deut 31:24-26; Josh 1:8; Jdg 
3:4; Jer 36; Neb 8:1-8; Dan 9:2,5,6; Zech 
7:12; 2 Pet 1:21 

2. Public official action.  Was there ever an 
assembly of believers who acknowledged 
it? 

 
6. In canonizing certain writings the church was not 

conferring authority on the books; rather it was 
acknowledging them to possess authority. Jesus Christ 
witnessed to the OT Canon:  Luke 11:49-51 (read:  blood 
of Zechariah is last OT prophet named who was martyred; 
blood of Abel takes us to Genesis); Luke 24:44 Now He said 
to them, “These are My words which I spoke to you while I 
was still with you, that all things which are written about Me 
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in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must 
be fulfilled.” 

The church did not at first regard these writings as specifically authoritative 
because they were canonical; they became canonical because they had already 
made good their authority (C.H. Dodd, British scholar 1884-1973).  Some say the 
Canon is one of many inspired books.  This comes from either a rejection of or 
misunderstanding of both the internal and external evidence.  Many people have 
been told things that they accept without investigation. 
   a. Josephus. 
An unbelieving Jew, Roman citizen, said OT Canon recognized and completed in 
424 B.C.  Apion wrote a book saying all religion was mythological, especially 
Jewish religion.  Josephus wrote “Contra-Apion” that argued that there was never 
a time when the Jews doubted their scripture. 
   b. The Septuagint. 
written in Alexandria, placed in the library there called Museion around 280 B.C.  
Rejected the apocrypha. 
   c. The Talmud:  
This refers to a group of scholarly articles by Jewish theologians from 400 B.C.-
500 A.D.  disagreed on many things but not on the canon.  They thought Moses 
wrote the Pentateuch + Job; Joshua wrote Deut 34:5ff-Joshua; Samuel wrote 
Samuel, Judges, Ruth; David wrote part of Psalms and part of Proverbs; 
Jeremiah wrote Kings, Jeremiah and Lamentations; Hezekiah and his school 
wrote Isaiah, Proverbs, Song of Solomon and Ecclesiastes; Ezra’s Great 
Synagogue wrote Ezekiel, the minor prophets, Daniel and Esther; Ezra wrote 
Ezra, Nehemiah and Chronicles. 
 

7. The early church had the ability to spiritually analyze the 
validity and accuracy of the writings through the gifts of 
Prophecy and Discerning of Spirits, given by the Holy 
Spirit.  1 Cor 14:32  and the spirits of prophets are subject 
to prophets 

This proposition is stated as a universal, trans-dispensational principle, so it 
probably was the case in the Old Testament as well as the New.  No OT prophet 
contradicted another OT prophet.  No OT prophet challenged or corrected 
another OT prophet.  If this principle is not trans-dispensational then any non-
canonical/inspired book included in the OT would have been exposed by the 
early church.  Eusebius, the father of church history accepted all but Esther and 
neither did Tertullian count Esther. 
 

8. No book of Scripture was initially rejected by the Church 
and later accepted into the Canon. 

Another recent attack is challenging the Bible through the books omitted from it, 
the apocrypha and pseudepigrapha.  History channel:  Banned from the Bible.  
Claim the “Testament of Solomon” should be in it.  Their quote from Josephus’ 
“Antiquities of the Jews,” (Book 8, Sec 44) is just a fabrication. 
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  9. The Patristic Analysis of Old Testament Canonicity: 
   a. The Homologoumena, the “things confessed.” 
 (Pres Pas Ptc HOMOLOGEW = the things which are confessed);  
   b. The Antilogoumena, “the things spoken against.” 
These included Esther (God’s name not mentioned), Song of Solomon (too much 
sex), Ecclesiastes (too much human viewpoint), Ezekiel 40-48 (couldn’t reconcile 
Levitical and Millennial priesthood); Proverbs (did not understand Hebrew poetry 
and thus saw contradictions) 
   c. The Pseudepigrapha, “the lying/false writings.”   
Such as the false writings referred to in 1 Tim 3:8.  Included the penitence of 
Janus and Jambres, the magic book of Moses and the Book of Enoch. 
   d. The Apocrypha, “the writings apart from.” 
These were written after the Canon was closed (424 B.C.).  Total of 14 books, 
not found in the LXX and Vulgate but later put in by Jerome.  All were written in 
Greek except:  Ecclesiasticus, I Maccabees, part of Baruch, Judith, Tobit which 
were in Aramaic.  They cover a period of 400 years and are considered valuable 
to secular history. 
 

10. Scripture was attested to by the writings of the early 
church fathers.   

Justin Martyr quoted NT 330x; Irenaeus 1,819x; Clement 2,406x; Origen 
17,992x; Tertullian 7,258x; Hippolytus 1,378x; Eusebius 5,176x = 36,289x.  Fact:  
all but 11 verses of the NT are quoted by these early church fathers. 
 
  11. The Scriptures are unique: 

a. Their Continuity.   
Written over a 1500 year span by over 40 authors over 40 generations.  Writers 
were peasants, philosophers, fishermen, poets, statesmen, scholars, Egyptian 
trained, herdsmen, generals, cupbearer, prime ministers, doctors, kings, rabbi’s 
and tax collectors. 
Written from different places:  Moses in the wilderness, Jeremiah in a dungeon, 
Daniel in a palace and on a hillside, inside a prison, on the road, on an island in 
exile, in a military campaign. 
 
Written in times of war and times of peace. Written from some in the heights of 
joy and others in the depths of despair. 
 
Written on three continents:  Asia, Africa and Europe.  Written in three 
languages.  Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek  Written concerning hundred of 
controversial subjects with one unfolding story of God’s Redemption of man.  The 
“Paradise Lost” of Genesis becomes the “Paradise Regained” of Revelation.   
 
F.F. Bruce observes, “any part of the human body can only be properly explained 
in reference to the entire body, thus any part of the Bible can only be properly 
explained in reference to the whole Bible.” 
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Written in various literary types including history, law (civil, criminal, ethical, ritual, 
sanitary), religious poetry, didactic treatises, parables, allegory, biography, 
personal correspondence, personal memoirs and diaries even extending to 
apocalyptic literature. 
 
   b. Their circulation:   
The Bible has been read by more people and published in more languages than 
any other book.  There have been more copies produced of its entirety and more 
portions and selections than any other book in history.  No other book has even 
come close. 
 
   c. Their translation:   
One of the first major books translated when the Hebrew OT was translated into 
Greek in the Septuagint.  In 1966 all or part of  it had been translated into 1280 
languages. 
 
   d. Their survival:   
Of the manuscripts.  There is more manuscript evidence than any 10 pieces of 
classical literature combined.  The texts of Shakespeare, a lot younger, are more 
corrupt than the texts of the Scriptures.   
 
It has also survived attempts by its enemies to completely destroy it.  Voltaire 
who died in 1778 said in a 100 years it would be swept from history.  50 years 
later the Geneva Bible Society used Voltaire’s press to produce Bibles.  In 303 
Diocletian issued an edict to destroy the Christian scriptures.  They burned 
churches to the ground, persecuted any Christian worship and burned all the 
Scriptures they could find.  50 years later Constantine ordered 50 copies of the 
Scriptures to be made a government expense. 
 
It has also survived the critics.  Bernard Ramm writes, “No other book has been 
so chopped, knived, sifted, scrutinized and vilified.  Included is the Documentary 
Hypothesis crowd who attacked it because they said that such writing did not 
exist at the time of Moses so it had to be of later authorship.  That has been 
disproven many times over yet many schools still teach it as fact. 

 
 e. Their teachings:   

Prophecies that have been accurate.  Islam cannot point to any writings 
prophesying the rise of Mohammed before his birth.  History is recorded more 
accurately than in any other culture, even recording the failures.  Personalities 
include failures and sins of the leading characters, with the writers even including 
their own sins.  Lewis S. Chafer says “The Bible is not such a book a man would 
write if he could, or could write if he would.” 

 
Its influence on surrounding literature.  If you could destroy every Bible, it could 
be reconstructed from other writings that quote it, either for good or bad.  
Latourette, a Yale historian writes, “It is evidence of his importance of the effect 
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that he has had upon history … that so huge a volume of literature among so 
many peoples and languages, and that, far from ebbing, the flood {of literature} 
continues to mount.”  There have been more books written about the Bible than 
any other work in all history. 
 

12. An interesting observation concerning both inspiration 
and canonicity is that those who try to discredit the 
Scriptures view them as “inspired” in that they view 
Biblical assertions as being credible enough to warrant 
attack.  Notice that they always attack the Literal 
rendering and try to assert those who believe the Bible 
are uninformed or naive. 
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Review Of The Big Picture: 

 
Question #1:  How did all things begin? 
Answer:  There are only Two Possibilities.  Either a conscious being  was 
the First Cause of all things or unconscious matter. 

 Conclusion:  A conscious being is a reasonable answer. 
 

Question #2:  Would this conscious being communicate with his creation 
or not? 
Answer:  There are only Two Possibilities.  Either he did or he didn’t.   
Conclusion:  This conscious being did communicate with his creation.   
 
Question #3:  What evidence is there that this conscious being 
communicated with his creation? 
Answer:  There exists Two Inherent Realizations in all of mankind, Sin and 
Eternity. 

 Conclusion:  All are sinners facing eternity. 
 

Question #4:  Can this problem be solved? 
Answer:  There are only Two Possible Solutions.  One has to find a way to 
save himself or find a savior. 
Conclusion:  You must look for the best option. 
 
Question #5:  Who has established the best option to solve the problem of 
death in sin? 

 Answer:  Only Christianity has a savior who has conquered death. 
Conclusion:  Only one credible person made the offer to believe in  Him 
and have eternal life. 
 
Question #6:  How many effective decisions are there? 
Answer:  There are only Two Possible Decisions.  Stay a slave to the  Law 
of Sin and Death or be set free from it. 
Conclusion:  I need to make a choice.  
 
Question #7:  How many outcomes are there to those decisions? 
Answer:  There are only Two Possible Outcomes. 
Conclusion:  The best choice is apparent. 
 
Question #8:  Is there a guide for life as a Christian? 
Answer:  There are only Two Possibilities.  Yes or no. 
Conclusion:  If yes, I had better find it and learn it. 
 
1. Introduction: 
 A. The Problems. 
 B. How do we counter these problems? 
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 C. Let us remember some Scriptures: 
2. The Big Picture:  Seek to answer the following questions and be 

willing to take steps of faith. 
3. The Case for a Creator:  Question #1 Expansion.  Read Psa 19 
 A. Evolution: 
  1. Introduction: 
  2. Authors and early proponents: 
  3. Requirements of Evolution: 
  4. To believe evolution one must believe all of these: 
  5. That is an astronomical leap of faith. 
 B. The Case for a Creator.  (Only one of these has to be right) 
  1. Arguments for the existence of God. 
  2. The Design Hypothesis:   
  3. Who is this Creator? 
 C. Challenging the Elohim of the Bible. 

1. All world religions have a creator-god but it is faulty 
reasoning to assume they are all talking about the same 
one. 

  2. Evolutionary thought claims that religion went from: 
3. This is counter to their position that one living cell 

became a multitude of different species. 
4. All the world religions quickly disagree on the attributes 

of their “creator-god” so they are not the same. 
  5. The fact that all world religions recognize a creator  
   means that all make themselves without excuse.   
   Rom 1:20 

6. Has the true Creator God, the Intelligence behind the 
Creation, revealed Himself?  How? 

4. How did the Creator communicate? (Question #2 Expansion.) 
Question #2:  Would this conscious being (Elohim) communicate 
with His creation or not? 

 Answer:  There are only Two Possibilities.  Either He did or He didn’t.  
 A. Introduction:  How and when did the Creator communicate?   
 B. Revelation from Adam to Moses.  The Issues. 
 C. Did Moses simply take the ancient myths and write them down 
  for Israel? 
 D. The Revelation from Adam to Moses:  The Stars. 
 E. The Plan Revealed through Three Star Books: 

F. Summary Of The Twelve Signs: 
 G. They were never designed to be worshipped, nor did they  
  extend to daily prophesies.  Isa 47:8-15  Prophecy of Babylon 
 H. The Ancient Myths: 

I. Early Traditions: 
J. More History: 
K. From Moses to the present. 
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5. Did the Creator have a written record?  Yes or No?  Is there a Canon 
of Scripture?  The word “canon” is from a Greek word meaning a 
“ruler.” 

 A. The Question of Inspiration.   
 B. The Question of Canonicity. 
 
6. Since the Creator inspired and preserved a written record, how 

should we read it?  The Issue of Hermeneutics.   
 A. There are only 2 ways to interpret the Bible, Literal or not- 
  literal.  Which one? 

1. The Literal Method of interpretation recognizes figures 
of speech, poetic language, types and symbols.  It 
believes that a literal reading, understanding and 
fulfillment is the Author’s intent unless the Author 
through the Scripture itself tells us otherwise.  This 
recognizes the authority of the Author of Scripture to 
reveal Himself.  Isa 28 (The student honors the Word by 
comparing Scripture with Scripture, and letting the Holy Spirit 
lead him into all truth). 

2. A Non-Literal Method is anything that reads in foreign 
meanings to the literal understanding of the Word.  This 
is an allegorical or mythical interpretation which the 
Scriptures prohibits.  1 Tim 1:3-4 

 As I urged you upon my departure for Macedonia, remain on 
at Ephesus so that you may instruct certain men not to teach 
strange doctrines, 4 nor to pay attention to myths and 
endless genealogies, which give rise to mere speculation 
rather than furthering  the administration of God which is by 
faith.  2 Tim 4:3-4 

 For the time will come when they will not endure sound 
doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will 
accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their 
own desires, 4 and will turn away their ears from the truth 
and will turn aside to myths.  

3. The Literal student believes that God “says what He 
means and means what He says.”  

4. Only the Literal student of the Word of God can deal in 
the absolutes that the Word sets forth. 

5. The Reformation was a return to the Historical-
Grammatical-Literal interpretation of Scripture. 

6. The modern (or postmodern) Reformation is a radical 
departure from the Literal into a very mystical view of 
Scripture. 

  7. Some basic principles:  McDowell:  Pg 47 New Evidence. 
a.  The unexplained is not necessarily unexplainable. 
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b.  Fallible interpretations do not mean fallible 
 revelation. 

c.  Understand the context of the passage.  “There is 
 no God…” 

d.  Interpret difficult passages in the light of the clear 
 ones. 

e.  Don’t base teaching on obscure passages. 
f.  The Bible is a human book with human 

 characteristics. 
g.  Because a report is incomplete does not mean it 

 is false. 
h.  New Testament citations of the Old Testament 

 need not always be exact. 
i.  The Bible does not necessarily approve of all it 

 records. 
j.  The Bible uses non-technical everyday language. 
k.  The Bible may use round numbers as well as 

 exact numbers. 
l.  Note when the Bible uses different literary 

 devices. 
m.  An error in a copy does not equate to an error in 

 the original. 
n.  General statements do not necessarily mean 

 universal promises. 
o.  Later revelation supersedes previous revelation. 

 
B. Problems with the Non-Literal Method. 

1. The non-literal attitude toward the Word leads to a 
person studying the Bible to make it say what they want 
it to say.  It lets the reader be a “God” and “write” his 
own standards rather than determining what the Divine 
Author wanted him to know.   

2. This approach is a manifestation of arrogance and a 
practical denial of inspiration which leads inevitably to 
moral relativism, because words, verses, chapters or 
even entire books can be omitted or redefined, or new 
ones introduced. 

3. Context is not important because the “student” claims 
the authority to reinterpret words according to personal 
desires.  Some have claimed the leading of the Holy 
Spirit in this, yet it is simply a leading by personal 
feelings rather than by the Spirit of God.   

4. There is no more analysis of the text in a systematic way 
because it is not needed and there is clearly no need for 
the original languages since the reader is more 
important than the author concerning interpretation.   
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5. Satan is the instigator of the Non-Literal method of 
interpretation.  Cf Gen 3 :1-7 

 (Satan used the woman’s “addition” to claim that a non-literal 
interpretation of the Word of God is to be preferred.) 
Walter Rauschenbusch:  the allegorical method of 
interpretation neutralized the social contents of the Bible by 
spiritualizing everything.  It was an ingenious way of getting 
ready-made doctrinal results…but it never took anything out 
of the Bible that was not already in the mind of the 
interpreter, and it therefore learned nothing new from the 
Bible. 

6. The results of this approach can deny the sin nature in 
regenerate man (cf Rom 6-7), no more sin, no divine 
solution, no more issue of Israel, no moral issues, no 
hell, no savior, no cross, no resurrection.  In short 
everything the Bible affirms can be disregarded. 

7. The actual function of this attitude is a “form of 
godliness,” that is a marker of the last days.  2 Tim 3:1-5 

8. When people lose their desire to fully know the Author 
(Php 3:10) or become enslaved to the world, there is 
more and more interest in “getting their ears tickled,”  
through parables, stories, and formulas.   

 For those who have been well-trained in what the Bible says, 
the first generation of “story-tellers” can have some good, 
edifying and informative results. They can sound real good, 
but how does one know when the “lie” enters without the 
study of the Word?  The generation that hears only the 
stories without the theological foundation, will unknowingly in 
the next generation get farther and farther from the truth.  
This happened in Roman Catholicism.  The Lord spoke in 
Parables to the masses.  He taught the Disciples. 

9. This is an unbalanced spiritual diet that is not good for 
the soul.  All milk and cookies with no meat (Heb 5:12-
14).   

 (This happens when people don’t want to expend the effort 
to study God’s revelation of Himself through His Word.  
Church becomes just another form of entertainment issue 
rather than a place where the saints in the Body are truly 
edified by eating solid Scriptural food.) 

10. The current system began in Germany in the 1800’s and 
gained a second impetus in some of the Pentecostal 
movements when they believed that the gift of prophecy 
returned and began to issue statements that were at 
odds with the Scripture. 
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  11. Out of this came several new “theologies”: 
a. Dominion Theology.  Reinterpret Gen 1:26 from 

ruling the animal kingdom to rule over all 
societies of the world. 

   b. Replacement Theology.  Believes that the Church  
    replaced Israel and that all the promises to Israel  
    now apply to the Church. 

c. Reconstructionism arose out of conservative 
Presbyterianism in the early 1970's. Followers 
believe "that every area dominated by sin must be 
'reconstructed' in terms of the Bible."  They work 
hard to put God’s law back into the laws of the 
land. 

d. Prosperity Theology. This is a materialism gospel 
that promises material wealth for all who are 
spiritual. 

e. Postmodernism.  This is a relativistic theology 
that by its own admission and profession lacks 
any systematic understanding of the Word. 

 
Question #4:  Can this problem be solved? 
Answer:  There are only Two Possible Solutions.  One has to find a way to 
save himself or find a savior. 
Conclusion:  You must look for the best option. 
 
Question #5:  Who has established the best option to solve the problem of 
death in sin? 

 Answer:  Only Christianity has a savior who has conquered death. 
Conclusion:  Only one credible person made the offer to believe in Him and 
have eternal life. 
 

The Case for the Real Jesus 
Six Challenges 

 
1. Scholars are uncovering a radically different Jesus in ancient 

documents just as credible as the Four Gospels. 
 
 The alternative texts are written too far after the events to be 

credible, most around 200 A.D. 
 
2. The Bible’s portrait of Jesus can’t be trusted because the Church 

tampered with the text. 
 
 It did not.  Less than 1% has any variant. 
 
3. New explanations have refuted Jesus’ Resurrection. 
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The claims of Islam.  Muslims believe Jesus never really died on the 
cross.  They have been part of the attack on the Resurrection for to 
discredit it is to discredit the central issue of Christianity.  1 Cor 
15:12-17 
2 Now if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead, how 
do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But 
if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised; 14 
and if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith 
also is vain. 15 Moreover we are even found to be false witnesses of God, 
because we testified against God that He raised Christ, whom He did not 
raise, if in fact the dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, 
not even Christ has been raised; 17 and if Christ has not been raised, your 
faith is worthless; you are still in your sins.  

 
All of the early church fathers attested to the Resurrection. 

 
4. Christianity’s beliefs about Jesus were copied from pagan religions. 
 
 Not true.  There are no examples of dying and rising gods that 

preceded Christianity.  Many who say this do not know ancient 
history or they have intentionally misstated facts. 

 
5. Jesus was an imposter who failed to fulfill the Messianic prophecies. 
 
 If they use all the books that have never been accepted as Scripture 

they can prove anything.  One the other hand, Jesus fulfilled biblical 
prophecies regarding His first appearance and will fulfill the rest on 
His next appearance. 

 
6. People should be free to pick and choose what to believe about 

Jesus. 
 
 They are, but it does not change Who and what He has revealed 

Himself to be. 
 
Fact #1:  Jesus was killed by crucifixion. 
 
Fact #2:  Jesus’ tomb was empty. 
 
Fact #3:  Jesus’ disciples believed that he rose and appeared to them. 
 
Fact #4:  A great persecutor of the Church, Paul, converted to Christianity. 
 
Fact #5:  The skeptic James, Jesus’ half-brother, also converted. 
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Question #6:  How many effective decisions are there? 
Answer:  There are only Two Possible Decisions.  Stay a slave to the  Law 
of Sin and Death or be set free from it.  Rom 8:1-2 
Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For 
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and 
of death.  
Conclusion:  I need to make a choice.  
 
Question #7:  How many outcomes are there to those decisions? 
Answer:  There are only Two Possible Outcomes. 
Conclusion:  The best choice is apparent. 
 
1. Whoever believes in Jesus, the Son of God, has eternal life with Him.  

John 3:16-18,36  
(The extremes between heaven and hell are so great that to know about heaven 
should lead one to want it and to know about hell should lead one to do anything 
to avoid it.) 
 
2. Whoever doesn’t believe in the Son will spend eternity in the Lake of 

Fire.  Matt 25:41 
"Then He will also say to those on His left, 'Depart from Me, accursed ones, 
into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels;  

A. There exists an unpardonable sin.  Mark 3:28-29 
Truly I say to you, all sins shall be forgiven the sons of men, and whatever 
blasphemies they utter; 29 but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never 
has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin" —   

B. The Role of the Holy Spirit is to reveal the Son.  John 16:13-15 
But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He 
will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He 
will disclose to you what is to come. 14 "He will glorify Me, for He will take of 
Mine and will disclose it to you. 15 "All things that the Father has are Mine; 
therefore I said that He takes of Mine and will disclose it to you.  

C. Whoever believes in the Son is born into God’s family and has 
thus accepted the Spirit’s revelation of the Son. 1 John 5:1-5 

 Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and whoever loves the 
Father loves the child born of Him. 2 By this we know that we love the children of 
God, when we love God and observe His commandments. 3 For this is the love 
of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not 
burdensome. 4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the 
victory that has overcome the world — our faith. 5 Who is the one who 
overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?  

D. It is unpardonable to call the Holy Spirit a liar about Jesus for 
the entirety of one’s life. 

 
3. Those who reject the Son accept the consequences. 
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Question #8:  Is there a guide for life as a Christian? 
Answer:  There are only Two Possibilities.  Yes or no. 
Conclusion:  If yes, I had better find it and learn it. 
 
1. Diligence is required in one’s study of the Scriptures.  2 Tim 2:15 
Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not 
need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.  
 
2. Spiritual thirst needs to drink from the water of life that is found in 

the Holy Bible.  Rev 22:17-21 
The Spirit and the bride say, "Come." And let the one who hears say, "Come." 
And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the water of life 
without cost. 18 I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this 
book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues which are written 
in this book; 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this 
prophecy, God will take away his part from the tree of life and from the holy city, 
which are written in this book. 20 He who testifies to these things says, "Yes, I 
am coming quickly." Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 21 The grace of the Lord Jesus 
be with all. Amen. 
 

What Kind of Student Are You? 
 

From the Mishnah, a Jewish parable: 
There are four types of disciples that sit in the presence of teachers: 
1. The Sponge, who soaks up everything without discernment. 
 
2. The Funnel, who takes everything in and then lets it all out again 

through no retention or application. 
 
3. The Strainer, who lets out the wine and keeps the sediment, meaning 

that they only retain the irrelevant. 
 
4. The Sifter who extracts the coarse flour, the erroneous teaching and 

keeps the fine flour, the true teaching. 
 

Parable of the Sower 
Mark 4 
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What Do We Believe? 
 

Trinity Bible Church Constitution 
Article III 

Statement of Faith 
 
Introduction: 
1. The merit is in the object of the faith. 
 A. If the object is not trustworthy then the faith is not. 
 B. Truth has a correspondence to reality. 
Ralph Waldo Emerson:  Truth is too simple for us and we do not like those who 
unmask our illusions.  God offers to every mind a very simple choice between 
truth and repose (relaxation).  Take which you please, you just can’t take both. 
 C. Just believing something to be true doesn’t make it true. 
 
Clement of Alexandria:  Truth is one.  Falsehood has 10,000 bypasses. 
 
2. Truth is not just: 
 A. What works.   
 (Will James.  It is truth if it brings the right results.  Expedient truth.  John 

Watson:  it is a necessity of the human mind to theorize about truth; it is a 
calamity to substitute theories for it.) 

 B. That which coheres.   
 (Consistent story.  Several witnesses can conspire to lie.) 
 C. That which was intended.   
 (Sincerity is the measure) 
 D. What is comprehensive.     
 (Long-winded truth.  FDR said “repetition does not transform a lie into 

truth.) 
 E. Existentially relevant.   
 (Kierkegaard.  Subjective truth.) 
 F. What feels good.   
 (Satisfying truth.  A warm, pleasing story.  Comes in fiction books.  Robert 

Law:  The extraordinary and sensational, enthusiastically delivered is no 
guarantee of truth.) 

 G. Determined by majority opinion.   
 (Democratic truth.  World is flat.  Karl Barth obit:  mankind can certainly 

keep on lying, and does so, but he cannot make truth falsehood) 
 
3. Truth requires a correspondence with reality.   
 (mathematics, propositions.  Livy:  truth is often eclipsed, but never 
 extinguished) 

A. Absolute truth is that which is true for all people, places and 
times.  It does exist. 

B. Factual truth is that which corresponds to the facts.  It is that 
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which accurately describes the actual state of affairs. 
 C. Relative truth is a myth. 
 (Beware of the half-truth, for you may get the wrong half.) 
 
4. Truth is found in Jesus Christ (John 1:14; 14:6), who brought us 

forth in salvation (Jas 1:18), as revealed in His word (John 17:17), 
which is to be “handled accurately” (2 Tim 2:15) so as to “set us 
free.” (John 8:31-32). 

 
Anonymous:  all truth is God’s, but only the free mind is fully open to it, only the 
honest mind reverences it, only the courageous mind holds it firmly and follows it 
fearlessly; to these qualities the truth will progressively disclose itself.  People 
cannot change the truth, but the truth can change people.   
 
Spurgeon:  a lie can travel around the world while truth is putting on its shoes. 
 
Henry George:  he who sees truth, let him proclaim it, without asking who is for it 
or who is against it. 
 
1.  Bibliology.  (Study Of The Word Of God) 
 
Revelation: The content of the Bible has been revealed by God so as to 
reveal Himself to man. 
(It is the place to look) 
Inspiration: Through inspiration, God made certain that this revelation 
about Himself was written down without error in the original documents 
(every Scripture is God-breathed). 
(It is trustworthy) 
Authority: Since the Bible is without error in its original manuscripts, it is 
our authority-the guide in all matters spiritual.   
(It is the Supreme Law) 
Canonicity: Because it is God's only written revelation to men, it is our sole 
source of information for faith and practice.    
(It is worthy) 
We do not accept the apocryphal books as Canonical.  (2 Tim 3:16-17; 2 Pet 
1:20-21; John 16:12-13; Rev 22:18-19). 
 
Principle:  We have a reliable source of information on which to base our 
faith and actions. 
 
Issue   Christianity    Post-Modernism 
Theology  Trinitarian    Atheism 
Philosophy  Supernaturalism   Anti-Realism 
Ethics  Moral Absolutes   Cultural Relativism 
Biology  Creationism    Punctuated Evolution 
Psychology  Mind-Body Dualism  Socially Determined 
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Sociology  Traditional, Church  Sexual Egalitarianism 
Law   Divine/Natural Law   Critical Legal Studies 
Politics  Justice, Freedom, Order  Leftism 
Economics  Stewardship    Interventionism 
History  Creation, Fall, Redemption Historicism 
 
2.   Theology Proper. (Study of God the Father) 
 
The Bible reveals a single, triune God, existing in three persons: Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, eternal in being, identical in nature, equal in power 
and glory and having the same attributes and perfections (Deut 6:4; 2 Cor 
13:14). 
 

a. The Father plans and supervises (Eph 1:11; 3:11). 
 (As Sovereign He is trustworthy and we can be content) 
b.      The Son carries out the Father's plan and is the mediator 

between God and Man (1 Tim 2:5; John 4:34; Heb 10:7). 
 (As Executor/Mediator He is active in our life) 
c.      The Holy Spirit reveals information about God's plan to men 

(John 16:8-13; 1 Cor 2:10). 
 (Truth can be found.) 

 
Principle:  God planned for His creation, is actively involved in its 
preservation and reveals Himself to it. 
(Many today hold to a Deist belief, that God may have created us but has nothing 
to do with us since the fall.  Perfect planning requires Omniscience.  God knows 
you and your problems.  Active involvement means that it matters to Him about 
you (1 Pet 5:7).  Revelation means that you can identify and know the truth (John 
16).) 
 
 3.   Christology. (Study of Christ the Son) 
 
The Incarnation: We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ, the Eternal Son of 
God, became man without ceasing to be God (John 1:1-2, 14). 
(God has personal contact with man. Cf to Islam and Deism.  This is a great 
mystery as to exactly how this union functioned.  What it means is that God 
clearly knows and identifies with our problems.  Heb 4:15) 
 
The Virgin Birth: He was conceived of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 
Mary (Luke 1:35).  (The Supernatural is no problem for Him.  This was part of 
the perfectly executed Plan of God.  Mary’s Sin Nature was purified for 
conception to occur.  Jesus has a navel.) 

 
His Substitutionary Death: He accomplished our redemption, through His 
death on the cross, as a substitutionary sacrifice (1 Cor 15:3; 1 Pet 1:18-
19).  (We owe Him) 
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His Resurrection: His literal physical resurrection from the dead 
guaranteed redemption forever (Heb 10:9-14; 1 Pet 1:3-5). 
(He is not a liar or lunatic.) 

 
His Present Session: The Lord Jesus Christ in His glorified body is now in 
Heaven, exalted at the right hand of God the Father, where He presently 
fulfills the ministry of representative, intercessor, and advocate, as the high 
priest for His people (Heb 7:25; 9:24; Rom 8:34; 1 John 2:1-2). 
(He is still active in history.) 
 
Principle:  The Son is actively interested in you. 
(He cares about your well-being, your growth, your maturity, your relationship 
with Him and others.) 
 
4.   Pneumatology.  (Study of the Holy Spirit) 
 
His Salvation Work: We believe that the Holy Spirit convicts the world of 
sin; that at the moment of salvation, He indwells every believer during this 
present age, baptizes them into the body of Christ, and seals them unto the 
day of redemption (John 16:8,11; 1 Cor 12:12-14; Rom 8:9; Eph 1:13-14). 
(You are not God, but God is in you.  He works from the outside on unbelievers 
and also from the inside on Believers.  When faith occurs He identifies the new 
convert with the work of Jesus Christ and with others who have converted.  He 
also puts a “stamp of approval” on us that is there forever.  The Holy Spirit is a 
very real and present Person.) 
 
His Post-Salvation Work: It is the duty of every believer to seek to be filled 
with the Holy Spirit. Since the Holy Spirit indwells the believer at salvation 
and the condition is irrevocable, this is an absolute. The filling of the Holy 
Spirit is thus related to walking in love and walking as children of light and 
is clearly related to faith. Confession of sin(s) is an integral part of this 
process. (Eph 5:18; Gal 5:16; 1 John 1:9). 
(He is our Guide and Helper.  He will not leave us.  Reliance on Him will lead to 
greater growth.) 
 
Spiritual Gifts: The Holy Spirit sovereignly bestows a spiritual gift (1 Cor 
12:7) on every Church age Believer. The gift of apostleship, prophecy, 
miracles, tongues, and interpretation were generally discontinued for the 
remainder of the Church Age after the close of the Canon of Scripture. (1 
Cor 13:8-11; 14:22; Eph 4:3-16). 
(You have a tool to use in service to Him.  It need not be a flashy gift.  It is 
important to the function of the Body of Christ.  You are significant.) 
 
We believe God is sovereign and can empower individuals to carry out his 
will and plan. (John 15:7; 1 John 5:14-15; Jas 5:15; Php 2:13; 4:11-13). 

Keys to Life 



54 
 

(The supernatural still happens today, just not in the form of a personal spiritual 
gift.  Tornadoes, hurricanes, all kinds of “natural” disasters are amazingly 
selective.) 
 
Principle:  The Holy Spirit charts our path and encourages us along the 
way.  (What we find out is that not everything falls into the revealed will of God.  
Moral issues are pretty clear.  All the “do not’s.”  But, buy a house, car, thing, 
give to this, spend time with these people, those people etc.  We are forced to 
seek His will and walk by faith, for faith is needed to please Him {Heb 11:6}). 
 
5.   Angelology. (Study of Angels) 
 
Existence: We believe in the existence of a superior creation called angels, 
now divided into two categories known as "Elect" and "Fallen". Fallen 
angels are further divided into two sections: (1) free (demons), and (2) 
imprisoned (1 Tim 5:21; Mark 8:38; 2 Pet 2:4; Jude 6; 1 Tim 4:1). 
(We are not the only beings in the universe.  There are other beings who share 
similar tests, but not identical.) 
 
Creation: We further believe that these angels were created after God 
created the universe and before He created man (Eze 28:13; Job 38:6-7). 
(Eze 28:13 = on the day you were created {Niph Pf BARA’) they had been 
prepared {Polal PF KUN}.) 
 
Angelic Conflict: The Bible reveals a conflict between Satan and his forces 
(the Fallen Angels), Michael (the Archangel), and His forces (the Elect 
Angels). This conflict is mirrored in and resolved by the exercise of human 
volition in obedience to God's Word for salvation and fellowship (Rev 
12:1ff; 1 Cor 11:10; 1 Pet 1:12; Luke 15:10; Eph 3:10). Through this means 
the angels learn the wisdom of God (1 Pet 1:12). 
(Herein is the battle.  Was man created to glorify God or to resolve the Angelic 
Conflict?  The answer is both.  We were taught some basic things in theology 
and thought we had it all.  We are to glorify God in the midst of the Conflict.  How 
do you glorify Him?  Mark 12:29-31  Every tongue shall confess {Php 2:11}.  My 
conclusion is that you cannot teach someone deep theology if they are not willing 
to put the effort in to understand it.  If you are not willing to go deeper then why 
complain about not having the abundant life?  If we just put in the same effort to 
understanding His word that we do toward our hobbies etc., what difference 
would that make in our lives?) 
 
Satan: God's Word reveals the personality and program of Satan, the leader 
of the Fallen Angels, his falls and future confinement in the Lake of Fire 
with all Fallen Angels and unbelieving humans, to experience everlasting 
conscious torment, are set forth clearly in the Word (Isa 14:12-14; Eze 
28:12-17; Job 1:6-7; Rev 12:7-9, 20:10). 
(Some people do not believe there is actually a being named Satan, the 
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adversary.  They believe it is a world view or a cosmic presence.  He is alive and 
well on planet earth.  He has been judged.  The Lake has been prepared for him 
but he is not yet in it.  Man is in the middle of the conflict.  God didn’t have to do 
anything, but He sovereignly chose to do certain things.  The conflict was part of 
it.  We know that He is good, so why did He permit evil?  Now we see in a mirror 
dimly…) 
 
Principle:  We have an important role on the stage of history. 
(Every time you, in an almost completely hostile environment, make a decision to 
love God when you don’t understand Him or are upset with Him, or to love the 
unlovable, impact the entire creation.) 
 
6.   Anthropology. (Study of Man) 
 
Creation: We accept the Genesis account of Creation in which God created 
the universe out of nothing by His spoken word, and of the seven 
consecutive days therein recorded (Gen 1:1ff; Psa 33:6-9). 
(Creation had a beginning so it had a Creator.  Man was part of that.  Man has 
been called an ingenious assembly of portable plumbing.  He is a soul carrying 
around a corpse.  He is the only animal that blushes or needs to {Mark Twain}) 
 
The Fall: We believe that man was created in the image and likeness of 
God, but that in Adam's sin the human race fell, inherited a sinful nature 
and became alienated from God (Gen 1:26-27; Rom 3:22-23, 5:12; Eph 2:12). 
(Pascal said:  “There are but two kinds of men:  the righteous who believe they 
are sinners, and the sinners who believe themselves righteous.) 
 
Total Depravity: In this state, man is totally unable to remedy his lost 
condition (Rom 4:4-5; Titus 3:5; Isa 64:6). 
(one must therefore find a savior) 
 
Principle:  We are a product of God, but in a fallen state. 
(There is some good in us, being created in the Image of God.  {Jas 3:9}; we, 
even as believers are prone to sin.  Saved and not forsaken.)  
 
7.   Hamartiology.  (The Study of Sin) 
 
We believe the Scriptures describe three categories of sin: 

1.  Imputed Sin. 
2.  Inherent Sin. 
3.  Personal Sin. 

 
Imputed Sin: At birth, every member of the human race shares in the 
responsibility and penalty for Adam's sin (Rom 5:12, 5:18-19; 1 Cor 15:22 = 
as in Adam all die…). 
(This means that we in Adam come into existence in a fallen condition and thus 
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stand condemned from birth.) 
 
Inherent Sin: (Old Sin Nature) Through the human father, every person 
inherits a capacity which entices and enables man to commit personal acts 
of sin (Rom 6:6; 7:17-18; Eph 4:22 = lay aside the old self). 
(This Imputed Sin brings about a Sin Nature which is attracted to and tends to 
sin. 
 
Personal Sin: These are those acts of sin (sins) that fall into three 
categories: 

1.  Mental Attitude Sins (2 Cor 10:5) 
2.  Sins of the tongue (Jas 3:5-6)  (The tongue can only be bridled by 
 the bit of love.) 
3.  Overt Sins (Rom 6:12-13)  (Philo said that Cain really slew himself 

before he slew his brother.) 
 
Principle:  We have multiplied problems of sin, so we need to look to the 
Problem Solver.  (None are so lost as those who don’t know it.  One said “we 
are punished by our sins, not for them.) 

 
8.   Soteriology. (The Study of Salvation) 
 
Genuine Offer of Salvation: Since God is unable to be unfair to any person, 
loves all men equally, desires all men to be saved, is not willing that any 
should perish, invites all men to be saved, and atoned for the sins of the 
entire world, He has used the drawing ministry of Christ and the convicting 
ministry of the Holy Spirit to make it genuinely possible for any member of 
the human race to receive the Lord Jesus Christ (John 3:16; 12:32; 16:7-11; 
Acts 10:34-35; 16:31; Isa 45:21; Rom 5:8; 8:32; 1 Tim 2:4; 1 John 2:2). 
 
Principle:  A gospel presentation is never wasted. 
 
Election: We believe that in eternity past God, because of His love for and 
foreknowledge of all those who would respond to His universal invitation to 
believe in Christ, provided for them to share His eternal destiny (Psa 22:9; 2 
Tim 1:9; Eph 1:4; Rom 8:28-30; 1 Pet 1:2). 
 
Principle:  God knows but does not make some people believe. 
 
Mechanics of Salvation: Salvation was provided totally by the death of 
Jesus Christ for the sins of all members of the human race, as a free gift. 
Each person must decide either to reject or accept the offer by God of the 
gift of salvation. Acceptance of the offer of Salvation is through belief in 
the Lord Jesus. (Eph 1:7; 2:8-10; John 1:12; 1 Pet 1:18-19; 1 John 5:1). 
 
Principle:  Salvation is by faith alone in Christ alone. 
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Eternal Security: Having decided to receive Christ as Savior at one point of 
time the Believer is kept secure forever by the Father and is disciplined in 
time, as a beloved child (Rom 8:38-39; Heb 10:14; 12:6-13; John 3:3-7; 
10:27-30; 1 Cor 12:12). 
 
Principle:  God promised to keep those saved who believed in His Son. 
 
Principle:  As we receive Him we are to walk in Him.  Col 2:6 
 
9.   Ecclesiology. (The Study of the Church) 
 
The Universal Church: We believe that the Church, which is the body and 
future Bride of Christ is a spiritual organism, made up of all Believers of 
this age without regard to their affiliation with Christian organizations (Eph 
1:22-23; 4:11-16; 5:25-27; 1 Cor 12:12-14). 
 
Principle:  Those who believe in Jesus Christ are brothers and sisters. 
 
The Local Church: We further believe that the local Church is an assembly 
of Believers meeting together in a specified location for the purposes of 
worship, Bible study, fellowship, prayer, and witnessing (Acts 2:41-47; 1 
Cor 11:23-26). 
 
Principle:  Christians are to assemble together. 
 
Water Baptism: We believe that water baptism by immersion is designed to 
be a symbolic testimony of the identification of the Believer with Christ in 
His death, burial, and resurrection to a new life. This baptism in no way 
affects the salvation, the spirituality, or spiritual growth of the Believer 
(Mark 1:5; Matt 3:16; Acts 8:36-39). 
 
Principle:  No work of man will provide eternal salvation. 
 
The Lord's Supper: Our Lord instituted the ordinance of the Lord's Supper, 
which is commanded for all Believers. The two elements of the Lord's 
Supper, the bread and the cup, represent the Person of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and His work on the cross. Scripture requires that a partaker of the 
Lord's Supper be a Believer in Christ, and in fellowship with the Father 
through confession of known sins to Him (Luke 22:14-20; Matt 26:26-30; 1 
Cor 11:23-32). This Church does not require the Believer in Christ to be a 
Member of this Church in order to partake of the Lord's Supper. 
 
Principle:  No function of man will provide eternal salvation. 
 
10.   Eschatology.  (The Study of Prophecy and Last Things) 
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The Blessed Hope: We believe in the fulfillment of prophecy by the coming 
of the Lord Jesus Christ in the air to receive to Himself the dead in Christ 
and Believers who are alive at His coming. This is known as the Rapture or 
Translation of the Church (Titus 2:11-14; 1 Thes 4:13-18; 1 Cor 15:51-57; 
Php 3:20-21; 1 John 3:2; Luke 24:36-43). 
 
Principle:  Get ready to meet Him. 
 
The Tribulation: We believe that the Rapture of the Church will be followed 
by the fulfillment of Israel's seventieth week, the latter half of which is the 
time of Jacob's trouble, the great tribulation (Dan 9:27ff; Jer 30:7; Matt 
24:15-21; Rev 6:1-7). 
 
Principle:  Unbelievers of the “last days” will face a “hell” on earth. 
 
The Second Coming: We believe the great tribulation will be climaxed by 
the premillennial return of the Lord Jesus Christ to Earth, to set up His 
Kingdom for the Millennium, a thousand years (Acts 1:11; 2 Thes 1:7-10; 
Zech 14:4-11; Matt 24:27-31; Rev 19:11-20). 
 
Principle:  Jesus will literally fulfill all His promises. 
 
The Millennium: During the thousand years, Christ will reign over the 
nations of the Earth with a rod of iron, in righteousness and justice with 
peace (Rev 20:1-10; lsa 9:6-7). 
 
Principle:  One day the lion will lay down with the lamb. 
 
The Eternal State: We believe that the souls of those who have trusted in 
the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation do at death immediately pass into His 
presence, and there remain  in conscious bliss until the resurrection of the 
body at the Rapture. This is when spirit, soul, and body reunited shall be 
associated with Him forever in glory. 
 
The souls of unbelievers, however, remain after death in conscious misery, 
until the final judgment of the Great White Throne, at the close of the 
Millennium. At that time they shall be cast into the Lake of Fire, not to be 
annihilated, but to be punished with everlasting torment, eternally 
separated from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power  
(Luke 6:19-25; 23:43; 2 Cor 5:8; Php 1:23; 2 Thes 1:2-9; Jude 5-7; Rev 20:11-
15). 
 
Principle:  Eternity involves a life or death decision in time. 


